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Introduction  
 

Purpose of the Brown University Club Sports Handbook 
 The main purpose of this Club Sports Handbook is to provide a reference for all that 
review the items that are contained within these pages, a synopsis of the important topics that are 
involved with the operations of Brown UniversityÕs Club Sport teams. All of these items and 
other topics are expounded upon in greater detail within the Brown University Club Sports 
Operations Manual.  
 
Club Sports at Brown University 

Club sports have been in existence since the early nineteenth century and Brown 
University Club Sports continue the long-standing tradition of encouraging student development 
and providing student leadership opportunities through participation with our club teams.  Most 
importantly, a club sport at Brown University is a student organization derived and sustained 
through the leadership and interest of students working in accordance with the Recreation 
Coordinator, Club Sports Office and the Department of Athletics and Physical Education.  

At Brown University, we consider our club sport teams to be a vital component of our 
university community. Club Sport teams offer an important outlet for students that seek a higher 
level of competition than on-campus intramurals provide, without the rigorous time constraints 
required of varsity sportsÕ student-athletes. Club Sport teams hold practices on or around campus, 
along with having competitions on and off campus. Brown University through the Department of 
Athletics and Physical Education provides financial support, assistance with securing an athletic 
trainer/EMT service, lodging, transportation and the opportunity to reserve campus facilities 
usage in order to allow our club sport teams to thrive.  Club Sport teams are able to acquire the 
aforementioned services by requesting the services through the Recreation Coordinator, Assistant 
Athletic Director, and/or Club Sports Office. The key to the success of this program and each 
club is student leadership, interest, involvement and participation. 
 
Club Sports Ð Categories 

At the present time, there are two levels of club sports at Brown University.  These two 
categories are determined by a variety of factors including, but not limited to longevity of the 
club, compensation for the coach, the existence of a varsity level program at the university.  
 
 

Group A - Highly Competitive Clubs - This category includes those clubs that have been 
established for a long period of time with consistent participation. These sports have 
competed successfully each year, and wish to remain at this competitive level. Group A 
club sports may provide a stipend for their head coaches. Included in this group are the 
following: 
 
 

MenÕs Rugby WomenÕs Rugby 
Co-ed Sailing WomenÕs Sailing 
MenÕs Ultimate Frisbee WomenÕs Ultimate Frisbee 
MenÕs Skiing MenÕs Volleyball 

 
 
Group B Ð Competitive Clubs Ð This category includes those sports that are either in 
their nascent stages or sports where the University offers a varsity program in the same 
sport. Included in this group are the following: 
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MenÕs Soccer WomenÕs Soccer 
MenÕs Tennis WomenÕs Tennis 
MenÕs Lacrosse WomenÕs Lacrosse 
MenÕs Ice Hockey WomenÕs Field Hockey 

   
 
Club Sports Philosophy and Mission Statement 

The mission statement for Club Sports at Brown University is to demonstrate our 
pride in all of our teams and to seamlessly integrate the importance of education and the 
participation in athletics as being able to enhance the learning process.  

Our philosophy is to intertwine the promotion and advancement of healthy  
lifestyle choices through participation opportunities, educational experiences and supportive 
services. Our qualified staff is committed to excellence and is attentive to the developmental 
needs of the club sport community. The Department of Athletics and Physical Education provides 
three main branches of support for successful club sport programming; human resources, 
financial resources, and dedicated facilities. The collective structuring, planning, and organizing 
of each club sportÕs practices and competitions are primarily the responsibility of the students, in 
consultation with the Recreation Coordinator.  

 With the continual growth of interest in club sports, the concerns associated with  
providing these clubs assistance and supervision has increased. Most of these teams compete 
extensively in extramural competition, and many hold memberships in athletic conferences. In 
their participation, the club sports teams reflect not only their particular club but also the club 
sports program as a whole, along with Brown University.  
 
Administration Responsibilities 
 Each club is unique in its purpose and operation, but the following is a guideline for 
carrying out administrative responsibilities during the year. This may vary according to the 
season during which the club competes. Regardless of the season of competition, all of the tasks 
listed on the following page, must be completed in order for the club to remain in good standing 
in the Club Sports Office. Club SportÕs leadership is provided by the students and organized with 
the guidance of the Club Sport Office. Club teams have the privilege of using University facilities 
and receiving University funds. Communication with the Recreation Coordinator is essential to 
ensure your club is complying with University regulations regarding facility and funding usage. 
Proper university paperwork and procedures, although sometimes tedious, must be followed so 
the University has a record of your program and financial transactions. The following required 
administrative tasks are explained below.  

Each Club Sport team needs to set up an appointment with the Recreation Coordinator 
early in the semester to explain and discuss the short and long term goals for your program and 
review the DAPE program and operational procedures manual. At this meeting, there will be a 
review of the teamÕs budget and what the expectations for the budget expenditures will be for the 
upcoming/current academic year. Clubs will need to meet with the Recreation Coordinator 
monthly so as to provide an update about the clubÕs activity. 

Teams will also need to present their practice and competition schedules. This helps to 
reserve university facility spaces and possibly schedule officials for each competition. The ability 
to reserve university facility spaces is important and needs to be completed as soon as possible, 
especially when considering the high demand for the various available spaces between varsity 
sports, club sports, intramurals, open recreation, and other community groups. The sooner the 
knowledge of who will officiate a competition, the increased opportunity to pay this person for 
services rendered through your clubÕs budget instead of out of pocket funds. 
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At the meeting with the Recreation Coordinator, each team will need to submit a team 
roster, a contact list for the nameÕs listed on the roster and coach information (if the team has 
coaches). Through the collection of the clubÕs practice and competition schedule, along with 
roster information, a team should use this data to update their clubÕs webpage that is provided 
through the Brown University website. 
 Once your club has established a roster, every participant on the roster needs to 
completely fill out the club sport liability release and waiver form, in order for those players to be 
allowed to participate in all practices and competitions, both home and away. Upon completion, 
the participant needs to return the form to the clubÕs captain/president, so that s/he can turn in the 
forms to the Recreation Coordinator.  
 
Rosters and Coaches 
 Team rosters should include each memberÕs first name, last name, email address, and 
class year. All teams must turn in a tentative roster list in the fall. A final list should be submitted 
to the Club Sports Office at the end of your clubÕs season or each semester, if it is a multi-season 
sport. All members of your clubÕs team roster that wish to participate in practices and/or 
competitions must completely fill out the Club Sports waiver form. If the person(s) does not turn 
in the waiver form, s/he will not be allowed to participate within any team practices and/or 
competitions, both home and away. If your club fails to submit a roster by the announced 
deadline date, your club will lose their facility reservation privileges. 
 Prospective coaches must meet with Matthew Tsimikas and/or the Recreation 
Coordinator to be interviewed before the person can be officially recognized as the club teamÕs 
coach. Also, a background check will be completed before the hiring of any coach. During this 
time, there will be a decision of how the coach will be compensated for their services by your 
club and Brown University.   
 
Eligibility  

All full time Brown University students are eligible for membership on a club sport team. 
However, individual club teams may limit their membership to undergraduate students as long as 
it is reflected in the clubÕs constitution or as determined by the guidelines within the teamÕs 
conference/league in which they are affiliated.  
 
Budget and Purchasing 

A budget will be provided at the start of each year to each club sport team. The 
Recreation Coordinator/Assistant Athletic Director will determine each clubÕs budget based upon, 
but not limited to available funding, anticipated team size and expenditures. Expenditures are 
permitted only on the following items: Coaching stipends, equipment, travel, officiating fees, 
services, entry fees, conference/league dues, and other items as approved by the Club Sport 
Office. In order to use University funding for the aforementioned expenditures, the proper 
paperwork must be filled out prior to payment being dispersed. 

 
Marketing and Fundraising 
 There are three major sources of funding for all club sport teams. These are membership 
dues, fundraising activities through the Brown University Sports Foundation and appropriations  
through the Department of Athletics and Physical Education. Club Membership dues shall be 
determined by the individual clubs based upon their expenses for the year. All fundraising 
activities must be coordinated through the Recreation Coordinator and/or Assistant Athletic 
Director. The Recreation Coordinator and Assistant Athletics Director will work with the Brown 
University Sports Foundation to ensure the maximum potential for these efforts.   

There are many ways that a club sport can make itself known to the Brown student body.  
One very visible way for this to happen is through a web page. The Recreation Coordinator will 
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provide the opportunity for each club sport to link to Brown UniversityÕs recreation web site.  
However, it is the responsibility of each club to provide the content for its pages. It is expected 
that only appropriate content will be published on the page and that the users will abide by all 
University and Department of Athletics and Physical Education rules. 

Each club sport is expected to communicate results and team news updates to the Brown 
Daily Herald and the Club Sport Office. Additionally, clubs sports should participate in new 
student orientation programs and the Student Activities Organization Annual fair.   
 
Schedules 

All Club Sport teamsÕ coach and/or captains are responsible for setting up all schedules 
(practice and competition). If a team is facing scheduling challenges, they should notify the 
Recreation Coordinator. A copy of the teamÕs schedules should be submitted to the Recreation 
Coordinator and Facility Coordinator as soon as it is possible to ensure that the proper field, court 
or ice space can be reserved. Due to the limited travel funds available to club sports in general, it 
is advisable that games/meets/tournaments/matches should be scheduled either at Brown 
University or within a reasonable traveling distance. 

Teams of equal status or ability should be scheduled as opponents. Before the start of 
each season, a final schedule must be submitted to Olney Ð Margolies Athletic Center suite 101 
for use in a club sport brochure, and to allow for final field and equipment conflicts to be worked 
out. If your team fails to submit a schedule by the announced seasonal deadline, your team will 
lose its facility reservation privileges.  
 
Facilities 

There are many facilities here at Brown University available for use by Club Sport teams. 
These facilities include the Olney Ð Margolies Athletic Center main floor, Warner Roof, Marvel 
Field, Pembroke Field and athletic fields behind Olney Ð Margolies Athletic Center, must be 
scheduled with the facility coordinator in Olney Ð Margolies Athletic Center to ensure that no 
conflicts arise.  Every effort will be made by the Club Sport Office to allocate facilities as 
equitably as possible.  Due to the balancing of many Department of Athletics and Physical 
Education needs (recreational users, physical education classes, intramural sports, other clubs, 
and varsity practice time); clubs may not get their first choice of facility space and/or practice 
time. Varsity teams, physical education classes, and intramurals will take priority in the 
scheduling protocol.     

Every effort will be made to provide facilities on campus for home competitions.  Clubs 
that are planning home contests on athletic department facilities are required to request the use of 
the facility at the start of the semester. The individual club teams are responsible for any damage 
that occurs to any facility during use. Please report any such damage as soon as it occurs, so 
repairs can be made as quickly as possible. 
 
Equipment 

Each club team should designate an equipment manager who will be in charge of  
maintaining a complete equipment list. All equipment that is used by any of the club sports teams 
is the PROPERTY OF BROWN UNINVERSITY unless it was purchased by the team memberÕs 
personal funds. There are storage spaces for any equipment that must remain on campus over the 
summer in the Olney Ð Margolies Athletic Center. Contact the Recreation Coordinator for your 
clubÕs storage needs.  
 
Travel  

Each club team is responsible for making its own travel arrangements, including 
transportation, lodging, and meals for any off-campus activity. If difficulties arise, teams should 
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contact the Recreation Coordinator to assist with making the aforementioned arrangements. 
Travel for Club Sport activities may not be scheduled during Final Exam periods.  

Club Sport teams have four options for their modes of transportation: 
 

1. Members of the team drive their own vehicles (recommended). 
2. Individual members of the team that meet the requirements of the rental car 

agency may rent vehicles from a car rental agency.  
3. The team can rent a bus or coach/charter service vehicle. (This option is 

mainly for teams that have more than 25 members and is traveling more than 
200 miles one way for competition.) 

4. The team may fly to competitions, if it is deemed necessary by the Club 
Sports Office. 

 
The University will assume no responsibility for any claims for physical damage to the 

ownerÕs vehicle that are for loss from fire, theft, collision, etc. In addition, the vehicle ownerÕs 
insurance will be the primary policy for any liability claims that may arise from the use of 
personal vehicles. If an individual group rents a vehicle from a car rental agency it is essential 
that the terms and conditions of the rental contract be observed particularly as regards to the age 
restrictions imposed to drivers. If travel over 200 miles is approved and the travel party is 25 or 
more, the club sport team must be transported in a bus, unless other modes of transportation have 
been agreed upon beforehand by the Recreation Coordinator and/or Assistant Athletic Director.  

We ask all drivers who plan to drive privately owned vehicles and/or small vans to and 
from club sport competitions to have a valid United States driverÕs license and recommend that 
you enroll in the driver-certification program conducted by Brown UniversityÕs Office of 
Insurance & Risk. If the number of cars owned by club members is limited, a club may need to 
rent a car, a van, or secure a hired bus. At no time may more than 10 passengers occupy a 12 
or 15 passenger van. International Trips should be limited to one trip every four years unless 
approved in advance. Travel for Club Sport activities must conform to the established University 
policies with regard to missed class time.  
 
Safety and Health Insurance Policies  

The Department of Athletics and Physical Education and Brown University do not carry 
any medical insurance specifically designated for athletes. An athlete's insurance coverage must 
come from their own private insurance, the Brown Student Health Insurance Plan, or ideally both 
plans. The Office of Insurance & Risk should be contacted with any questions related to medical 
insurance by calling 401-863-9481or going to their website at www.brown.edu/insurance. 

It is the club sport student-athleteÕs responsibility to make sure s/he has no medical 
conditions or restrictions that would make participation in their chosen sport either unsafe or 
contraindicated. If s/he has any concerns or know of any such conditions, they should discuss the 
condition(s) with their physician or consult with a University Health Service provider prior to 
participation. 

Use of the Athletic Training room at the Olney Ð Margolies Athletic Center is available 
for only in-season club sport student-athleteÕs weekdays between the hours of 10 AM and 1 PM 
by appointment only. Student-athletes wishing to take advantage of this must have a referral from 
a University Health Services provider at Andrews House. An appointment with the Athletic 
Training staff may be made arranged by calling 401-863-3851.  

Some club sports will be designated as collision sports.  At this time, menÕs and womenÕs 
rugby, menÕs lacrosse and menÕs ice hockey are designated as collision. For these sports, a 
licensed athletic trainer or EMT is required at all competitions. Additionally, the head coaches of 
these teams are required to take an AED/CPR certification course. This course will be provided 
by the Department of Athletics and Physical Education at no cost to the coach.    
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Club Sport Team Requirements 
To exist as a Club Sport within the Department of Athletics and Physical  

Education, certain criteria must be met. Of course, the most crucial element is that the group 
desiring to be recognized as a Club Sport must fall within the definition of a Club Sport. This 
means that it must be a team that desires to travel off campus to compete against other colleges 
and universities in team athletic competition. Once constituted, a club sport will remain an entity 
as long as it maintains at a critical mass of members, it meets its obligations as listed below, and 
it abides by University and departmental rules and policies.  There are several requirements with 
which each team must comply: 
 

¥ Each club must submit a team roster prior to the start of its competition season 
¥ Each club must have a requisite number of students interested in participating 
¥ The university must have adequate facilities to accommodate practice and 

competition 
¥ Each club must conform to all sport related safety and medical considerations 
¥ Each team must conform to all university rules and regulations 
¥ Each team must attend a mandatory orientation program 
 

The Recreation Coordinator, along with the Assistant Athletic Director will consider the 
request of a new group wishing to be constituted, as a Club Sport will be considered and a 
determination on the application will be based upon the group by not only the potentialÕs club 
ability to meet the criteria defined above, but also the ability of the University to accommodate 
the request with regard to funding, competition and practice facility availability. Any group 
wishing to be constituted, as a Club Sport must provide to the Recreation Coordinator along with 
the Assistant Athletic Director the following: 
 

1. Set up a consult with the Recreation Coordinator. 
2. A written request for recognition. 
3. If the Recreation Coordinator and Assistant Athletic Director agree that the 

proposed club is viable, then the founding members should hold an 
organizational meeting to attract new members and assess the interest. 

4. Once the interest level has been assessed completely by both parties, then the 
application process for official Club Sport status will allowed to be continued. 

5. Develop and submit a constitution for your proposed Club Sport. 
6. A master plan then must be created.  Within the master plan, your group must 

then develop a set of goals and objectives, mission statement, practice needs and 
space, equipment needs and a detailed budget. 

7. Submit both a draft practice schedule and a draft competition plan. 
 
Behavior  

¥ All teams are expected to exhibit the highest standards of sportsmanship and 
good behavior at all times   

¥ All team members are expected to abide by the Brown UniversityÕs Code of 
Conduct and Honor Code 

¥ Alcoholic beverages are not permitted in any manner at or on any practice, 
competition (pre-, during, or post-game), meeting, team trip or function 

¥ Hazing or team initiation of any kind is not permitted 
 
Note:  Brown University regularly reviews their student organization guidelines regarding recognition, 
funding, travel, insurance, etc., therefore the following policies and procedures for club sports may be 
altered during the course of the academic year. 


