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Main points



 
The theory of segmented assimilation



 
The model of multi-level social integration


 

The ethnic system of supplementary education 
in Los Angeles’ Chinese immigrant community



 

The Vietnamese community in New Orleans



The theory of segmented assimilation



 

Basic assumptions:


 

The American society is stratified by class and race


 

The mainstream is dominated by the white middle-class


 

Assimilation is multi-directional and segmented


 

Central questions of concern:


 

Classic: When will immigrants eventually “assimilate” into American 
society?



 

Alternative: Into what segment of American society will immigrants 
“assimilate”?  


 

How is “assimilation” measured?


 

What are the key determinants?  


 

Why do some groups fare better than others?   


 

The focus is more on:


 

The 1.5 generation (foreign born arriving in the US as school children)


 

The 2nd generation (US. born of immigrant parentage)



Structural assimilation



 

Outcome measures: 


 

Education, occupation/employment status, income, 
homeownership, incarceration



 

Key determinants: 


 

Time since migration


 

Language and cultural proficiency


 

Family SES 


 

Residential patterns, and —


 

* The modes of incorporation


 

Contexts of exit


 

Immigrant selectivity (group SES)


 

Contexts of reception


 

Government policies


 

Institutions


 

Public attitudes


 

** Pre-existing ethnic communities



The “null” hypotheses



 
The proportion of those at risk of downward 
assimilation or stagnant assimilation is 
insignificant in the second generation 
regardless of national origin



 
Differences in outcomes are randomly 
distributed across different national-origin 
groups, controlling for family SES, English, 
residential pattern, and other demographic 
characteristics



Existing findings: The immigrant paradox



 
Interethnic gap in socioeconomic outcomes



 
Intergenerational differences in education
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Percent with College Degrees: US 2000 
(Aged 25+)
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Percent with College Degrees: US 2000 
(Aged 25-34)
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Asian Americans in higher education



 
As % of total US population   4%


 

Yale 17% of undergraduates


 

Harvard 19%


 

Stanford 24% 


 

Cal Tech 27%


 

MIT 28%


 
As % of total CA population  12% 


 

UCLA  40% of undergraduates


 

UC-Berkeley  40%


 

UCI   55% 



The Asian paradox



 
Bifurcation


 

High achievers v. delinquents


 
Potential mental health risks v. educational 
achievement 



 
Explaining the paradox by looking into the 
context of the local social environment



The Model of Multi-Level Social Integration 
The Ideal Case



 

I:  The Individual


 

A: The Family


 

B: The Ethnic 
Community



 

C: The Residential 
neighborhood



 

D: Larger Society



The Model of Multi-Level Social Integration 
The urban context for immigrants 



 

I:  The Individual


 

A: The Family


 

B: The Ethnic 
Community



 

C: The Residential 
neighborhood



 

D: Larger Society



The ethnic system of supplementary education in 
Los Angeles’ Chinese immigrant community



 
Tangible institutional resources



 
Chinese schools



 
Buxiban (afterschool tutoring—preview & review) 



 
Test preparation / college preparation



 
Enrichment programs



 
Academic


 

Writing


 

Math


 
Non-academic


 

Leadership training


 

Music and the arts


 

Sports



Chinatown Consolidated Benevolent Association



Jinying (Zhongshan) Merchants Association  
Chinatown, Los Angeles

Donors to scholarship fund



Advertisement in Yellow Pages
 Chinese schools, tutoring, pre-school



Private After-school: Brainchild, San Gabriel



Advertisement in Chinese newspapers:
 College prep. programs and seminars



 
“MIT prep. & tutoring”



 
“Free seminar on how 
to get into MIT”



 
“Free seminar on SAT 
& AP, and college 
applications”



The ethnic system of supplementary education in 
Los Angeles’ Chinese immigrant community



 
Intangible resources



 
Reinforcing values on education



 
Advertisements targeted parents:


 

“Bring out the best in your child”


 

“Turn your child into a well-rounded 
superstar”



 

“Act early, let your child win on the starting 
line?”



 

“Escort your child into your dream school”



Vietnamese Community in New Orleans 
1994 v. 2003 



 
The current cohort:


 

More likely to be U.S. born


 

Less likely to be recent arrivals


 

Parents were generally better educated 


 

Family poverty level was lower


 
Implications of change



 
Bifurcation: 


 

1994: 


 

Clear-cut clustering, either “good” or “bad”


 

2003: 


 

Less clear cut clustering, “good” kids associated with 
delinquency, more in-between case 



Multi-Level Social Integration: Vietnamese in 
New Orleans



 

1994


 

Marginal local context


 

Tightly knit family & comm.



 

2003


 

Marginal local context


 

Porous family & comm.



Multi-Level Social Integration



 
Family 


 

Intact family


 

Broken family


 
Ethnic community: 


 

1994: isolated but tightly knit & cohesive


 

2003: less isolated, more diverse & open to 
“outside” influence



 
Local residential environment


 

1994: New refugees v. poor native blacks


 

2003: Settled immigrants v. poor native blacks



Patterns of Delinquency: 1994 v. 2003 



 
Drug use 1994 2003


 

Never: 90% 38%


 

5 times or more: 9%  15%


 
Alcohol use to the point of drunkenness


 

Never: 77% 32%


 

5 times or more: 15% 25%


 
Ever been stopped by the police


 

Never 80% 37%


 
Delinquent cluster 1% 38%



Effects on delinquency in 2003



 
Strong effect of US birth



 
Weaker effect of parental education


 

Weaker


 
Weaker effect of family structure


 

Weaker


 
Less attraction to things Vietnamese



 
Less dependent on the ethnic community



 
Weaker social control in the community



Conclusion



 

Contexts matter


 

Contexts of exit


 

Contexts of reception


 

The ethnic community shapes the local context and mobility 
pathways


 

Particularly crucial for those from low-SES backgrounds


 

Challenges: 


 

The capacities in generating resources and maintaining 
immigrant advantages and mechanisms of social control



 

Out-migration of the upwardly mobile


 

Policy implications:


 

External supports are imperative 


 

Challenges: 


 

Public resources are insufficient


 

Ethnic resources are exclusive



Thank You!
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