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The Partnership 
 
Bank Street College and Brown University share a commitment to fostering civic responsibility. 
Since 1987, the two institutions have collaborated in supporting the Urban Education Semester (UES), 
an intensive and challenging educational experience.  
 
Employing the powerful lens of urban public schools in New York City to examine a network of 
disciplines – urban studies, public policy, community development, system reform – UES combines a 
graduate-level, demanding course of theoretical study with hands-on, supervised fieldwork. Participants 
spend three days a week working in public policy or classroom placements, and in their evenings, take 
on a full semester of graduate-level study with Bank St College's prestigious faculty. Weekly group field 
trips and discussion group seminars; individual advising conferences; and monthly on-site visits by 
faculty advisors encourage participants to integrate their field placement experiences with the 
theoretical frameworks they examine in their courses.  
 
 

Curricular Components of the Urban Education Semester 
 

1. FIELDWORK:  Working alongside policy makers or with children and teachers in an urban 
classroom is an integral component of UES.  Each participant spends three days per week 
working in a carefully selected placement, and receives ongoing supervision and guidance from 
both their supervisor or host teacher as well as their UES faculty advisor, who makes monthly 
on-site visits to monitor and observe participants. Past public policy placements include the 
Brooklyn Young Women's Collective; the New York Historical Society; and Teachers Unite. 
Participants who have chosen to work in classroom settings are teamed with teachers in district 
classrooms as varied as Washington Heights, the Lower East Side, the South Bronx, and 
Williamsburg in Brooklyn. Past placements include the Renaissance School in Jackson Heights; 
Manhattan's Vanguard School (part of the Coalition of Essential Schools); PS 20; and the 
Muscota School, also in Manhattan.  

 
2. COURSEWORK:  UES requirements include a foundations course addressing current issues in 

urban public education; one or two elective courses, selected by the participant from that 
semester's the course offerings; and the weekly UES group seminar, "Learning Theory and 
Practice". In the seminar, the participants work with their UES faculty advisor to connect 
theories encountered in that week's coursework to their own fieldwork experiences, assess 
strategies, and share insights, all of which serve to hone their own problem solving skills. Daily 
journal entries, a seminar requirement, help to further reflection and the connecting of course 
readings to observed practice. A final capstone project completes the seminar work: in 
developing their final projects, participants reflect on an observed need in their fieldwork 
placement, as well as incorporating their own talents and interests.  Students turn in a paper 
documenting the process involved in this final project and reflecting on its implementation, 
which they present during the last two weeks of the program.  

3.  
ADVISING:  Program participants receive both group and individual advisement throughout the 
semester. Each participant meets individually with his or her advisor weekly. Advisors also make 
monthly visits to observe their advisees in the field. This individual support allows the advisor to 
gain insight into the strengths and needs of the UES participant, while allowing the UES 
participant to process reactions and responses to experiences in the classroom with the advisor. 
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The meetings also give the UES participant an opportunity to discuss his/her courses, fieldwork 
placement, capstone project, and any other issues. More frequent meetings may be arranged with 
the advisor as needed.  Additionally, weekly field trips – to other participants’ placements, 
museums, and other settings – are part of the course requirement. These trips take place on 
Friday mornings. Discussions and responses to these trips are used to broaden the UES 
participants' understanding of the critical issues involved in contemporary urban life.  

 
Successful completion of the supervised fieldwork; coursework; and the capstone project required by the 
UES group advisement seminar, add up to a total of 15 Bank Street course credits. 
 
 

More about Bank Street College of Education 
 
For more than ninety years, Bank Street College of Education has been a leader in child-centered 
education. Bank Street’s mission is to discover the environments in which children grow and learn to 
their full potential, and to educate teachers, leaders and other professionals to create these 
environments. Founded in 1916 as the Bureau of Educational Experiments, the College’s Graduate 
School was chartered by the Board of Regents in 1950 to confer the degree of Master of Science in 
Education. Long recognized as a leader in early childhood and elementary education, the College’s 
programs and professionals have pioneered improvement to the quality of classroom education and the 
use of state-of-the-art technology. At every level of government, Bank Street faculty and staff play a 
central role in advocacy efforts for children and families. The knowledge of and respect for people of all 
socio-economic, racial, and ethnic groups, and the value of cultural and linguistic diversity are basic 
tenets that are included in all of its courses and programs.  
 
Resources at Bank Street College 
 
Library:  The Bank Street Library contains a wide range of materials to support instruction and 
independent research: books, journals, reference sources and portfolios, ERIC microfiche, videotapes, 
audio recording, vertical file materials, and electronic databases. Single copies of heavily used materials, 
as well as files of photocopied articles arranged by name of course instructor, are available at the 
Circulation Desk for use in the Library. UES participants also have reading privileges at the Columbia 
Teachers College Library. 
 
Bookstore: The Bank Street Bookstore offers two floors of books, games, videos, and audiocassettes 
for children, parents and educators. Professional books, including all books required in courses, are on 
the second floor. (Students cannot return books as used books for reimbursement.) 
 
Computer Access: The College’s computer laboratory is located on the first floor. It houses modern 
networked computer workstations and is used as a drop-in facility and a classroom. The rooms are 
available to students during late afternoons, evenings, and Saturdays.  Computers are also available for 
use in the Library by graduate students. The College has become a full-fledged node on the Internet. It is 
important to note that Bank Street does not offer 24-hour computer access. However, the Urban Ed. 
program has purchased two laptop computers for students of the program to use. 
 
Cafeteria: The Bank Street cafeteria is open to the public as well as to the College community. The 
cafeteria offers a wide selection of wholesome foods, including homemade soups and breads, seasonal 
salads, hearty entrees and vegetarian meals. 
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Living in New York City 
 
Group living is an integral part of the UES experience. Participants provide each other with support, 
friendship, and a sense of community as they adjust to the challenges of living and working in a new 
environment. UES participants live at the 92nd Street Y's de Hirsch Residence, located on Manhattan’s 
Upper East Side, three blocks from Central Park and the Museum Mile.  
 
Manhattan's residence of choice for young adults, undergraduate and graduate students, young 
professionals and professional interns from around the world (up to 350 at any given time), the de 
Hirsch provides fully furnished, air conditioned single and double rooms with shared bathrooms; weekly 
maid service; a fully-equipped kitchen and laundry room on each floor; free Wi-Fi throughout the 
building; and 24-hour security.  The residence also offers access to the Y's Buttenwieser Library (which 
has computers with Internet access), and reduced or free admission to many of the Y's concerts and 
lectures. Visit www.92y.org/content/de_hirsch_residence.asp for an online tour. 
 
The 92nd Street Y is renowned for offering young adults more than 
a place to sleep. Residents enjoy the extraordinary activities that 
make the Y one of NYC’s premiere cultural centers – concerts, 
lectures, film screenings, and classes in art, jewelry and metal-
smithing, ceramics, music, dance, and languages are held onsite.  
 
The UES program also subsidizes full access to the Y's Center For 
Health, Fitness and Sport for participants.  Participants can take 
advantage of the gym to go swimming, lift weights, take a Spinning 
class, play basketball, or check out the spa – visit  
http://www.92y.org/about/tour/online_tour.asp?fl_tour=may for a tour. 
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The Day-to-Day 
 
UES is an intellectually, physically, and emotionally demanding program. Participants work part-time as 
interns in a fieldwork placement from approximately 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM three days a week (and need 
to travel there and back); they also take a full graduate-level courseload and are in classes at Bank Street 
from 4:30 to 9:00 most evenings. Students commute to all of these sites by subway or bus, and find that 
any spare moment while commuting is used to catch up on reading or class preparation. Please consider 
the implications of participating in a program that is this demanding of your time and energy, and the 
issues that may interfere with your full participation in this program. 
 
Applicants should take into consideration that there is no meal plan offered with the program. The de 
Hirsch residences offer fully applianced kitchens on each floor, and there is a variety of grocery stores 
in the neighborhood.  The UES program’s demanding schedule requires that participants brownbag their 
lunches throughout the week to eat at their field placements, and pack snacks for Bank Street classes 
during the evening – often, participants  don't get back to the residence until after 9:00 PM, and then 
have to prepare their own supper.  As a result, time management is a vital topic covered by program 
staff as part of orientation and throughout the semester.  Money management is also important: with 
costs higher in NYC than most other US cities, depending on eating out gets expensive. 
 
Getting around 
Students travel to and from Bank Street, the 92nd Street Y, and their classroom placement three times 
per week, and to and from the field trips on Fridays. Student participants must factor travel expenses 
into their budget for the semester. New York City’s public transportation system is excellent and 
provides access to all parts of the city. 
 
Commuting in New York is part of living in the city.  Students take the subway and/or bus to get to 
Bank Street classes at 110th Street and Broadway. They also travel to their placement three days a 
week, located in different parts of the city, and to various field trips that the program director plans for 
every Friday.  
 
The bus/subway fare is $2.00 each way. There is no college discount rate, but purchasing a weekly 
($25.00) or monthly ($86.00) MetroCard is recommended. A Metrocard covers unlimited number of 
rides on buses and subways and also features regular promotions and discounts for a surprising range of 
urban offerings -- from museums and events to restaurants and stores around town. 
 
Being Safe 
While much of the city is safe (since 1990, the overall crime rate in NYC is down over 75 percent), 
UES participants are cautioned about traveling alone at night. The common sense precautions to take 
are covered in the program orientation. 
 
Health Insurance  
There is no health insurance provided by this program, though the program is committed to helping 
participants access health care providers in the area on an as-needed basis. Several hospitals, as well as a 
clinic, are located in the neighborhood of the Y and Bank Street. Students should check with their family 
or their school to determine their coverage. If the clinic does not accept the coverage of the UES 
participant’s health care provider, then the UES participant must pay the clinic up front at the time of 
his/her visit and be willing to be reimbursed later by their provider. Bank Street College requires that 
student participants provide Bank Street with proof of health insurance. 
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UES: an a(typical) day 
 

6:30 a.m. 
Wake up in your dorm room at the 92nd Street Y to the sound of traffic on Lexington Avenue.  Try 
to eat some cereal while packing up everything you need: your reading for class, your sandwich, the 
handouts you put together for the math lesson you're teaching today. 

 
7:15 a.m. 

 Speedwalk the four blocks to the 86th St. subway stop.  Grab some coffee at Julian's on the way, if 
you've got a minute.  Maye you'll take the crosstown bus to the A train, or the 4-train to the Queens-
bound 7.  Either way, do the reading for your Child Development class on the train. 
 

8:00 a.m. 
Arrive at school.  Say good morning to the security guard, then check in with your cooperating 
teacher to help set up for the day: make copies, print permission slips, put the daily agenda up on 
the blackboard. 
 

11:00 a.m. 
Today's the first lesson of the unit you're teaching for your final project: teaching geometry through 
origami.  After talking to your advisors, Maggie and Betsy, about how to introduce it, you've 
decided to start off by teaching the students how to fold a square piece of paper into a box.  Some 
get it right away, while others struggle, get distracted, or give up.  It's okay, you're cooperating 
teacher assures you.  You'll come back to it tomorrow. 
 

3:15 p.m. 
Get back on the subway and head towards Bank Street.  Stop by Westside Market to snack on the 
free cheese samples.  You have fifteen minutes before your 4:45-6:45 "Art for Teachers" class - 
finish up your reading in the Bank Street lobby, watching the harried grad students navigate their 
way through crowds of School for Children students and their Upper West Side parents. 
 

5:00 p.m. 
In art class at Bank Street, you discuss how to comment on children's art.  Never say that you like it.  
It's not about your perspective, it's about the child's experience, so ask: "How did you decide to 
draw the blue stripe?"  
 

7:30 p.m. 
Back at the Y, make dinner with your fellow UES students on the floor kitchen.  You've mastered 
the art of making fried rice, so you can linger in the kitchen to talk about your days.  Your math 
lesson wasn't so smooth, but your roommate's poetry lesson was even rougher.  She suggests: next 
time pair them up and have them help each other.  You tell her she's brilliant. 
 

8:30 p.m. 
Prepare for the next day; look over lesson plans, think about which students you need to follow up 
with, write a reflection on the day to send to Maggie and Betsy.  Waste some time online, gchatting 
with your friend down the hall because you're too tired to walk over to her room.  Try to get to bed 
at a decent hour.  Tomorrow, you won't be capable of everything, and you won't be one hundred 
percent prepared.  What you will be, though, is present. 
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Program Fees and Expenses 
 
Financial Aid 
Students receiving financial aid at their school may continue to do so while on the program, dependent 
on the policy of the individual school. The UES program notifies all financial aid offices of all program 
fees and expenses, including tuition, room, food, transportation, books, and additional personal 
expenses, as soon as they become available. Students must consult their financial aid officer to 
determine their school's policy regarding the transfer of financial aid for this program. Scholarship and 
loan recipients must arrange payment procedures with their financial aid office. If you have remaining 
questions, please contact Peggy Chang in the UES Program office or visit your UES Program 
Coordinator or financial aid advisor. 
 
Working part-time 
The UES Director in Manhattan can arrange project-oriented work or after-school tutoring at Bank 
Street for UES participants who express the need for a paying job. Please contact the UES Program 
Office if you would like to discuss your particular situation. 
 
Managing Personal Finances 
As other students must do when they consider in any study away program, UES students should consult 
their budgets, allotting money for things such as food, transportation, books, phone bills, and personal 
expenses. The cost of living in New York City is higher than that of many US cities and towns. 
Accordingly, students can expect that prices for just about any purchase, from a cup of coffee or a bar 
of soap to a jazz club cover charge, will be higher. Please keep this in mind when you budget all program 
fees (tuition and room) and additional program expenses for the semester, which include food, 
transportation, books and personal expenses. Managing personal finances is something that must 
become part of the UES participant’s routine, and learning how to manage finances is a subject that the 
program staff covers during the program orientation and throughout the semester. 
 
It is the UES participant’s responsibility to ensure that all program payments are made on time. 
Students should consult with their families, their UES Program Coordinators, and their schools’ financial 
aid offices about billing and budgeting for the fees and additional expenses for the program. All accounts 
not resolved by the end of the semester (including room damage, unpaid cable charges, etc.) will result in 
the withholding of the UES participant’s Bank Street transcript. 
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Application Process 
 
Those interested in applying should meet with faculty advisors to consider how Bank Street course credit 
might be applied toward their degree requirements, and that conversation should take place as early in 
the application process as possible. Questions about the transfer of credit may be taken up with Peggy 
Chang, Brown's UES Program Director. Syllabi from the previous year are available for most courses 
upon request. 
 
Admission to the program is competitive and open to rising first semester seniors, juniors and 
exceptional sophomores from all academic backgrounds. Applications from undergraduates enrolled at 
universities and colleges other than Brown are welcome. Applications for the following semester may be 
submitted at any time before each semester's deadline.  The application deadline for the Spring 2011 
program is November 10, 2011. 
 
Applications should be submitted to individual UES Program Coordinators by the deadline, where campus 
selection committees will review and evaluate them. The applications, with comments from the on-
campus committee, are then forwarded to the Director of the program at Bank Street College of 
Education and the UES Coordinator at Brown for final review.  
 
Students from all academic backgrounds may apply. Some students apply because of a broad-based 
interest in issues such as community development, urban environments, policy, culture, systemic 
reform, and social change; others have an interest in education and perhaps pursuing a career in 
teaching. Applicants interested in a particular area of education (e.g., bilingual or special education, 
teaching science or art, museum) may indicate this interest, and the director of the program may be able 
to match your particular interest for your placement. The director of the program uses her professional 
experience and judgment when making placements for each program participant. Participants are placed 
in a school with at least one other student from the program. 
 
In the written application and in the interview, applicants should be able to articulate why they would 
like to participate in the program and to describe their particular interest in urban public education. 
Applicants should demonstrate an ability to adapt to new environments, flexibility, maturity, and a 
willingness to actively learn in their Bank Street classes, in their classroom placement, and to be an 
active and supportive member of the UES group. Applicants must be in good academic standing at their 
home institution. 
 
Application forms are available from your UES Coordinator, or may be downloaded from the Venture 
web site, www.urbanedsemester.org. Please consult your UES Program Coordinator to find out specific 
application deadlines for the Fall and Spring programs.  (Late applications will be considered on a case-
to-case basis.) Applicants are asked to meet with the on-campus selection committee for an interview to 
discuss their interest in the program. 
 
A final group of 7-14 is selected each semester. Students are notified of decisions of acceptance/wait 
list/non-acceptance 3-4 weeks after the application deadline. 

l iving arrangements 
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Program Faculty & Staff 
 
Maggie Martinez-DeLuca is the UES Program Director at Bank Street. She has been a teacher and 
involved in the field of education for over 40 years. She currently teaches at one of the public schools in 
the City and is a faculty member at Bank Street. She is also on the faculty at Sarah Lawrence College, 
and works as a Math Staff Developer in the New York City, Long Island, and Westchester public 
schools. Maggie holds a Master’s degree from Bank Street.   
 
Maggie is responsible for final program participant selection (with Peggy Chang) and for the Bank 
Street portion of the program. This includes coordinating participant class selections at Bank Street, 
serving as one of the advisement seminar/conference group advisors, and arranging classroom 
placements with the New York City schools and cooperating public school teachers. Maggie is also 
responsible for working with Brown to help determine the current and future direction of the program. 
 
Peggy Chang is the Director of the Curricular Resource Center at Brown University in Providence, RI. 
She is responsible for overseeing the overall management of the UES program. This includes program 
operation and development, the on-campus application process, working with Maggie on final program 
participant selection, program publicity, providing information about the program on the campuses, and 
billing procedures. Peggy works with the Venture Board and Bank Street to help determine the current 
and future direction of the program.   
 
You may call Peggy anytime with any questions you may have regarding all aspects of the program –– 
Bank Street curriculum, transfer of credit, housing, financial aid, etc. Peggy may not be able to directly 
answer your questions, but she can refer you to the appropriate person at Bank Street, at the Y, or on 
your home campus.  Peggy works with Amina Sheikh (UES F’09 / Brown ’11) on promoting the 
program to Brown students and students at other colleges. 
 
The program also includes a second Faculty Advisor, Betsy Grob, a Student Support Coordinator, 
Giselle Castaño, and a staff contact person at the 92nd Street Y, Sandy Cohen. Betsy leads one of 
the conference groups and is the faculty advisor for half of the UES students. Maggie and Betsy work 
closely together to plan the advisement portion of the curriculum.  Giselle plays a central role in 
supporting students with their housing/living arrangements, planning group activities, and assisting 
students in emergency situations. Giselle works closely with Peggy and Sandy with regards to housing 
issues and with the Maggie to plan activities. Sandy is available to assist UES students with issues related 
to the Y and their living arrangements, and she stays in close contact with Peggy and Giselle. 
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Statements from Past Participants 
 
My participation in the Urban Education Semester formed my future as an educator as well as my 
perspective on education policy. During that semester I became deeply engaged in rigorous analysis of 
educational questions while also experiencing what it meant to educate on a practical level. The one 
semester gave me more useful tools and experience in my partical area of interest than my entire 
Masters program in education. I would not be as competent a teacher today if it weren't for UES. 

Liza Campbell, Math Instructor 
 
The Urban Education Semester helped me fall in love with New York, a City I have now called home for 
almost five years. My outstanding professors, advisors, mentors and peers inspired me to make New 
York my own and challenged me to think critically about my views on public education. UES also led to 
my first job out of college--when my UES mentor teacher went on maternity leave, I was the first one 
asked to step into her role and teach ninth-grade math at a small public school in Brooklyn. Though I 
did not go on to become a teacher, the experience, both through UES and afterward, was transformative. 
The UES advisors are still people from whom I seek advice as I explore the professional world--it is a 
community that lasts far beyond the one-semester experience and can serve as an anchor in the often-
overwhelming New York City. 

Viki Rasmussen, Brown University '06, UES Fall '06 
 
 
I feel that UES isn't just for those who want to teach in the classroom. I have always been interested in 
education. My teaching experience at UES was fabulous, but I also realized that my greatest passion is 
not in classroom teaching.... Now that I have just graduated, I am looking for opportunities in non-
profit organizations that does educational outreach and/or work with children and young adults. Studies 
at UES and Bank Street also gave me very interesting and hands-on perspectives on issues of diversity 
and multi-culturalism in a urban setting. The ideas I was exposed to, and the pedagogical skills that I 
acquired are definitely applicable to work situations outside of classroom teaching. 

Holing Yip, Weslyan '10, UES Fall '08 
 
 
Right now I'm starting the NY Teaching Fellows Program and interviewing with schools. Whenever I 
visit a school I'm bringing my UES experience with me: doing a neighborhood walk before I enter the 
building, putting myself in the mindset of the age group I am teaching ("what am I 
seeing/hearing/feeling/smelling as I walk into school?") As I go into teaching in my own classroom, I 
know that my education at Bank St. will inform my work with students and colleagues. It's the core of 
who I am as an educator. 

Ellie Shrier, UES Fall 2002 
 
 
Being a teacher I constantly draw on my UES experiences in the classroom. Those first experiences 
with teaching are ones I constantly look to for inspiration, aid, and curiosity. Even more importantly 
than in the classrooms though, I have found myself thinking about UES when working with other adults. 
Living together, taking classes together, eating together, arguing -- all these things taught me about 
relationships - about how to work with people, compromise, push when necessary, etc. Teaching is 
never something that you can do alone and UES was a formative experience in realizing that. 

Sean Conlon, 4th Grade Teacher, Newark Educator's Community Charter School 
 
 
UES provided a unique opportunity to study at Bank St. College of Education and become grounded in 
progressive, reflective education practices. My studies with UES prepared me to enter the classroom as a 
lead teacher who consciously seeks out knowledge about the social and emotional well-being of my 
students, not just knowledge of my content area. 

Miyo Tubridy, 7&8th Grade ELA teacher, The Renaissance Charter School 


