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      Comparative literature is the study of cultural expression across linguistic boundaries. At Brown, the Department of Comparative Literature is distinct in its conviction that literary research and instruction must be international in character, and its undergraduate and graduate programs are considered among the finest in the country. Undergraduate students study a generous range of literary works – from Western cultures, both ancient and modern, to Chinese, Japanese, and Arabic – to develop a critical understanding of how cultures differ from one another.


  




  



              

            

          


          
            






    
  
    
    
    

          

  
    
        
      
        

      
    

        
      
        
          
            Undergraduate Program
          

        

      

      
        
            In the spirit of Brown's Open Curriculum, a concentration in Comparative Literature affords great academic freedom.
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            Graduate Program
          

        

      

      
        
            The graduate program in Comparative Literature at Brown offers a vigorous and comprehensive exploration of literature and culture.
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        Latest News



          Check out the latest news in CompLit@Brown.  You can find more stories on the News & Events page.


      




  

    
            
    
    
      
        
                
              

    

    

      

  
    
    
      
                

              
    

    
      
        
                      The Brown Daily Herald

          
            ‘Elegant,’ ‘suave,’ ‘sophisticated’: Professor Arnold Weinstein retires after 54 years at Brown
          

        

      

      
        
            October 24, 2023


            Colleagues, former students reflect on legacy of retired comparative literature professor.
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            Tavid Mulder, former Comp Lit PhD student, publishes book based on dissertation
          

        

      

      
        
            October 2, 2023


            Former Comparative Literature PhD student, Tavid Mulder (’19), recently published a book based on the dissertation he wrote at Brown.  
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            Gregory Nissan, former Comp Lit concentrator, to publish a translation of Uljana Wolf’s “kochanie, today i bought bread”
          

        

      

      
        
            September 22, 2023


            Born in East Berlin, Uljana Wolf is an acclaimed German translator, poet, and essayist.  Throughout her career, she has published numerous books of original poetry and poetry translations.  


          
  Read Article
    
          
        
          
        
      
      
        
          
        
      
      
  

        

      

      
  
    Open details for Gregory Nissan, former Comp Lit concentrator, to publish a translation of Uljana Wolf’s “kochanie, today i bought bread”
    
      
        
      
    
    
      
        
      
    
  
  


    

  




  
    
    
      
                

              
    

    
      
        
                    
          
            Comp Lit Concentrators Awarded Cogut Fellowships for 2023-2024
          

        

      

      
        
            September 8, 2023


            The Cogut Institute for the Humanities at Brown University promotes collaborative research and academic innovation in the humanities and across multiple disciplines at the University, while their fellowships program brings together faculty, postdoctoral, graduate, and undergraduate fellows to share research in a group setting.
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                      Brown Alumni Magazine

          
            Professor emeritus Arnold Weinstein reflects on the “vicarious, experiential, and enlarging” field of comparative literature.
          

        

      

      
        
            August 25, 2023


            Comp Lit professor emeritus, Arnold Weinstein, talks to the BAM about the field of comparative literature.
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            Catherine Nelli (’23) Awarded Fulbright-Nehru Student Research Award to India
          

        

      

      
        
            May 15, 2023


            The United States – India Educational Foundation (USIEF) promotes mutual understanding between the nationals of India and the U.S. through the educational exchange of outstanding scholars, professionals and students. Since its inception, USIEF has awarded approximately 20,000 Fulbright, Fulbright-Nehru, and other prestigious grants and scholarships in almost every academic discipline.
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            2023 Ruth Simmons Prize Recognizes Katherine Xiong, Comp Lit ’23, with Honorable Mention
          

        

      

      
        
            May 11, 2023


            The Ruth Simmons Prize is awarded annually for an outstanding honors thesis on questions having to do with women or gender. In the spring, the Pembroke Center invites faculty in all fields to nominate honors theses for the prize. A committee of faculty who teach and write in the area of gender studies will make the selection.
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            Northwestern University Hires Comp Lit PhD Candidate, Mariajosé Rodríguez Pliego
          

        

      

      
        
            May 5, 2023


            The English Department at Northwestern University is an active community comprised of renowned scholars whose teaching and research involve a variety of literary, cultural, and creative fields. 
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            Joukowsky Family Foundation Outstanding Dissertation Award Given to Former Comp Lit PhD Student, Dennis Hogan
          

        

      

      
        
            April 27, 2023


            The Joukowsky Family Foundation Outstanding Dissertation Award is an annual prize awarded by the Graduate School for superior achievements in research by students who are completing their Ph.Ds.
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