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Four years ago one of our 
EM faculty members, Bob 

Tubbs, who is quite a foodie and garden-
er, asked if I would like some red raspberry 
plants. He had planted some on his prop-
erty, and they were thriving. He brought 
in a few plants in plastic bags, just sprigs 
and shoots.  We had an area bordering 
our lawn that was full of weeds and rocks 
and sink holes in which I struggled to 
grow a garden. I planted the few raspber-
ries, and they took root and in the first 
year produced many new sprouts and a 
few nice plump red raspberries. By the 
next year their footprint had grown expo-
nentially and the crop was big enough for 
my wife to make some great raspberry jam 

and pies. Four years later, my raspberry 
patch, thanks to Bob’s small gift, has taken 
over the entire area of my former garden, 
drowning out blueberry plants, perennials, 
and whatever else was in the way. I relo-
cated my main garden to an area next to 
our house where it is doing much better. 
From just a few transplanted sprigs, our 
landscape was disruptively changed – for 
the better. And that makes me think about 
health care.  

Medical policy wonks and hospital and 
physician leaders have been increasingly 
talking about disruptive change in health 
care. The term is adopted from the tech-
nology fields. Computers, smart phones, 
and alternative energy are all examples of 
technology advances that have disruptive-
ly redefined business and life in general.  
Health care has been the proverbial battle-
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Brown EM Residency—20 Years and Counting Brian Clyne, MD 

Director EM Residency 

In March 1992, a letter from 
ACGME headquarters in Chi-
cago arrived at Rhode Island 
Hospital addressed to a junior 
attending named Dan Savitt. 
Dan had come to Rhode Is-
land a few years prior with a 

vision of establishing an EM residency 
modeled after his training program in Cin-
cinnati. In terse language, the letter de-
clared that the ACGME had granted 
“Provisional Accreditation” for an Emer-
gency Medicine residency program at 
Rhode Island Hospital. It had been ap-
proved as a four-year program with eight 
residents per class, and recruitment be-
gan immediately. Somehow I doubt the 

dispassionate tone of the letter matched 
the relief and delight of its recipients. The 
ACGME’s approval culminated years of 
hard work by many individuals, including 
a previous failed attempt at accreditation 
where the program received a critical re-
view for lack of institutional support. The 
new residency was a symbolic acceptance 
of Emergency Medicine in Rhode Island, 
and an acknowledgment of the rich clini-
cal and educational experiences it could 
provide. 

A thick binder on my bookshelf contains 
the original program documents. It is an 
archive of interesting facts (the first faculty 

(continued on page 6) 
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Message f rom the Chai r  
next decade. We have demonstrated very well how 
we can efficiently manage sick and not so sick pa-
tients. Now we need to innovate and change our 
practice so that we deliver more cost-effective emer-
gency care. Our academic programs and researchers 
are well-situated to compete for the grants, and do 
the research that will sprout new knowledge and 
methods to produce high quality care at lower cost.  

I don’t think of myself as being that old, but I can re-
member as a medical student in the early 
1980’s that health maintenance organiza-
tions and reviews of physician utilization 
were in full swing in Rochester, NY. Then 
there was the managed care push of the 
1990’s that did not reach its full potential.  
Now we are starting to see real success sto-
ries in some health systems that are using 

evidence-based medicine, standardization, strong 
physician alignment, enhanced communication, and 
incentive-based feedback to deliver high quality care 
at much lower cost than some other systems.  What 
is different now? Probably that we are talking about 
trillions of dollars, rather than billions when it comes 
to health care, and approaching 20% of GDP, and 
that we are starving our other needs. Disruptive 
change comes from a fertile field of fear and appre-
hension.  Maybe this time we will have the impetus 
and courage to let the disruption push us toward 
real change that improves our patients’ health at a 
reasonable cost to society. Enough musing, I’m go-
ing to pick some raspberries!   

(continued from page 1) 

ship when it comes to change.  It took 70 years for 
Congress to pass legislation that expands health cov-
erage to almost all Americans. But, the situation in 
healthcare is like the first year of my raspberry patch. 
The constructs of change are firmly taking root and 
have just been fertilized by the Supreme Court deci-
sion to uphold the Affordable Care Act. As we face 
an upcoming presidential and congressional elec-
tion, the mandates and incentives of that legislation 
may or may not fully go forward, but the 
imperative to reform health care is every-
where, and is spreading as fast as those 
raspberries.  Regardless of politics, the fo-
cus on covering all people with health in-
surance, enhancing primary care and pre-
vention of illness, standardizing care, im-
proving communications with electronic 
health records, and more recently trying to control 
costs, is not going to abate in the next decade. Both 
governmental and private payers are intently fo-
cused on quality and cost, and they will drive the 
change that will be disruptive to many in medicine.  
Some current aspects of health care and delivery will 
be out-competed, like the plants that tried to stand in 
the way of our expanding raspberry patch, and new 
models and approaches will flourish.  

So how does emergency medicine fit in to all this? 
An argument can be made that EM has already stim-
ulated and contributed to disruptive change.  Since 
1961, our model of practice has been innovative, our 
training approach has been different, and we have 
been early adopters of evidence-based medicine, 
and electronic health records. The disruptive chang-
es on our near horizon – bundled payments, ACO’s, 
and incentivized practice – can be seen as threats or 
opportunities. Since we may no longer control our 
own destinies in terms of direct payments, we will 
need to be joined at the hip with our hospitals and 
physician colleagues in other fields.  And what will 
our crop be like?  I think it will be like the raspberries, 
and our ED patient visits, despite all the forecasting 
for reduced utilization, will continue to rise in the 

Frances Weeden Gibson— 
Edward A. Iannuccilli, MD 
Professor & Chair,  Physician-in-Chief  
Department of Emergency Medicine  
Alpert Medical School of Brown University  
Rhode Island & The Miriam Hospitals 
Assistant Dean, Medical Student Career Development  

Brian J. Zink, MD 

 

“...disruptive     
changes can be 

seen as threats or 
opportunities.” 

Dr. Zink  -  AACEM President 2012-2013 

Dr. Brian Zink assumed leadership of the Associa-
tion of Academic Chairs of Emergency Medicine in 
May 2012 and will lead this 100 member group as 
its President in the coming year.  He will be focus-
ing on chair and faculty development programs 
and increasing information exchange and commu-
nication between chairs.   

Siraj Amanullah, MD 
Francesca Beaudoin, MD 

Michelle Daniel, MD 
Elizabeth Jacobs, MD 

Adam Levine, MD 
Greg Lockhart, MD 

Lynne Palmisciano, MD 

The Alpert Medical School at Brown 
University gave out their Dean’s Clini-
cal Teaching Excellence Awards at the 
Hope Club on June 6, 2012.   
Here is a list our EM Department  re-
cipients recognized for their excep-
tional clinical teaching skills:  

Dean’s Clinical Teaching Excellence Awards  
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The Miriam Hospital Emergency Department 
Gary Bubly, MD, Medical Director,  
The Miriam Hospital, Emergency Depart-

The growth continues at The Mir-
iam Emergency Department. We 
had our single busiest day ever, 

210 patients, in June and busiest month ever 
in May, with 5080 patients. For the last 12 
months from July 2011 through June 2012 
we cared for over 58,000 patients. Despite the 
volume, patient satisfaction remains high, and 
we have not gone on diversion since mid-
March. As we begin our traditionally busiest 
months, we anticipate potentially diffi-
cult conditions given our limited space. There 
is a light at the end of the tunnel, though.  

Several new initiatives have been added to meet 
this volume. Starting in June we added a new 1- 
9pm shift on Mondays. TMH ED nursing has also 
added an innovative RN backup system for the 
emergency department. We applaud our nursing 
colleagues for doing this! In addition, more nurs-
ing FTE’s are reportedly on the way.  

We are anxiously awaiting our new space….We 
wrapped up design meetings for the ED renova-
tion and the job has been sent out for bid. The car-

diology project is 
nearly completed 
as I compose this. 
Once they move 
into their new 
space and electrical work is done in 1A, we 
will be able to use 1A as a temporary treat-
ment area. This zone will have room for 19 
stretchers and will accommodate our fast 
track as well as the 1-9 shift….we will report-
edly get it in early September. Meanwhile, 
aggressive fundraising efforts for this project 

are underway. University Emergency Medicine 
Foundation has generously contributed to the 
funding of this project, as have many of our physi-
cian colleagues, and community supporters. Please 
consider making an individual donation to his ef-
fort as well. 

TMH just completed our TJC Stroke Center Sur-
vey.  The surveyor was impressed with all facets of 
our program, and was moved by the culture of 
caring at the hospital. She was also particularly 
fond of the EMS follow–up 

(continued on page  20) 

 

TMH ED had its 
busiest month 

ever in May 
2012, and we 
are anxiously 
awaiting new 
space from the  

planned  
renovation.   

   Anderson Emergency Center 

The Andrew F. Anderson Emer-
gency Center continues to deliv-
er high quality care to an increas-
ing patient population. The 
growth in patient arrivals has 

been matched by the dedication of our 
teams at triage. Their hard work in meeting 
every patient promptly and initiating their 
care has added significantly to the care of 
our patients. This has been further enhanced 
by the development of our rapid registration 
program. With the leadership of our Registra-
tion division, patients undergo a brief initial regis-
tration process, which permits the care team to 
more rapidly start treatment of arriving patients. 
Registration is completed after care has been 
started. Although this rapid registration had been 
previously employed for our critical care patients, 
this is now provided for all patients met by our 

triage team. This and other refinements rec-
ommended by our staff are all part of our 
continual patient-centered process improve-
ment strategy. 

We are proud to announce the role our de-
partment played in the recertification of the 
hospital as a Chest Pain Center with PCI. 
Through the leadership of Anthony Napoli, 
MD and Edward Godbout PA-C of the emer-
gency center, the Society of Chest Pain Cen-
ters surveyors experienced our exceptional 

care delivery system for the patient suffering cor-
onary syndromes. In addition to the Department 
of Emergency Medicine and Division of Cardiolo-
gy, all the divisions and hospital staff that impact 
the care of the chest pain patient at Rhode Island 
Hospital demonstrated their expertise and talent 
in this area. The reviewers were particularly im-

Frantz Gibbs, MD, Medical Director,  
Rhode Island Hospital, Anderson Emergency Center  

(continued  on page 16 ) 
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changes are 
planned to 

handle  
increasing  

patient  
volumes with 
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throughput. 
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  Pediatric EM at Hasbro Children’s Hospital Bill Lewander, MD - Vice Chair   
for Pediatric Emergency Medicine 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

Compared to last year, our volume has in-
creased 3% year-to-date.  The overall average 
length of stay has been reduced by 7 
minutes.  The acuity of patients is almost identi-
cal, but the average of the time In-Bed to time 
Care Complete is down by 8.5 minutes.  The 

HCHED has really worked as a team to give exceptional care 
and patient and family satisfaction.    

The pediatric emergency department has joined a multicen-
ter septic shock quality collaborative.  Over the next year, we 
will be implementing a protocol that will focus on early diag-
nosis and treatment of pediatric sepsis.   

The past few months have been very exciting for PECARN 
and PECARN related studies.  We are doing well with our 
enrollment for the Biosignatures (febrile infants and host 
response leukocyte RNA transcripts), including 
attending physician enrollment during non-RA 
covered hours.  We have been laying the 
ground work for a DKA-cerebral edema study 
from UC Davis, and two UTI studies (RCT of dex-
amethasone to decrease renal scarring, and 

biomarkers to differentiate cystitis from pyelonephritis) out of 
Pittsburgh, one of our PECARN partners.  These studies will 
begin shortly. Our involvement in PECARN has also had a 
significant impact on our own "homegrown" 
research.  Jim Linakis co-wrote a NIAAA R01 
with Tony Spirito this past winter.  They re-
ceived an extremely promising score and will 
hear about the funding notice later this 
month.  Adam Chodobski, Joanna Cho-
dobska, Aris Garro, and Chris Merritt are 
working on a pilot study of concussion bi-
omarkers, which they hope to turn into a 
network wide project.  Thanks to everyone for all their help 
and support with these projects.   

Elizabeth Jacobs, MD was appointed Pediatric EM Quality 
Director working with Dr. David Portelli. Siraj Amanullah, 
MD, MPH was appointed the Director of the Pediatric EM 
Research Fellowship.  

In April  2012, at the Pediatric Academic Society (PAS) Annu-
al meeting in Boston, MA.  Dr. Elizabeth  Jacobs gave a work-
shop entitled: Is there a Doctor in the Stands? An Interactive 
Curriculum to Teach Acute Care Sideline Treatment of Sport 
Related Injuries .   Sue Duffy, MD -  

Medical Director, Hasbro Children’s Hospital ED  

 Susan Duffy, MD was a 2011 Hasbro 
Children’s Hospital Brite Lites Winner!  
A reception was held on February 14, 
2012 in the lobby.  Each year 5 hospital 
employees are recognized for their in-
teraction with patients & their families 
based on caring, communication, coop-
eration, & competence.   

                          Welcome New Pediatric EM Fellows  
Marleny Franco, MD 
Dr. Franco received her MD from Case Western Reserve University 
School of Medicine in Cleveland, Ohio.  She completed her Pediatric 
residency at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.  Dr. Franco is inter-
ested in medical education and is planning to pursue online certifi-
cate in medical education at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center. Dr. Franco is enrolled in the Master of Public Health Program 
at Brown.  

Matthew Wylie, MD 
Dr. Wyllie received his medical degree from the Medical School: Uni-
versity of Cincinnati College of Medicine.  He completed the Boston 
Combined Residency Program at Harvard Medical School’s Boston 
Children’s Hospital and Boston University School of Medicine’s Bos-
ton Medical Center.  Dr. Wylie also completed a Pediatric Critical Care 
Medicine Fellowship at Boston Children’s Hospital.  Dr. Wylie is en-
rolled in the Brown MSc Program in Clinical and Translational Research.   

    UEMF Exemplary Service Award—2012  
William Lewander, MD, Professor of Emergency Medicine and Pediatrics, has provided exemplary service for the De-
partment of Emergency Medicine for the past year and indeed for pediatric emergency medicine at Rhode Island Hos-
pital and Hasbro Children’s Hospital since 1985.  An iconic figure both locally and nationally in academic pediatric 
emergency medicine, “Dr. Bill” is the founder of our Pediatric Emergency Medicine Section, the Ped EM fellowship, and 
has been the catalyst and steward of amazing growth in clinical volume, educational impact, and research develop-
ment at our institution over the past 25 years. Dr. Bill’s greatest service to the community has been his tireless work to 
improve the care of children with acute illness and injury in Rhode Island and the region by constructing a high func-
tioning academic ED that can handle both the sickest infants and children, and at the same time serve over 50,000 
patients per year with the myriad of other pediatric emergency presentations. Dr. Bill has been responsible for recruit-
ing and fostering the careers of many pediatric EM physicians and for putting together a diverse faculty who regularly 

receive teaching awards and conduct cutting edge, high impact, funded research.  Outside of the ED, Dr. Lewander has provided ser-
vice as a member of the Medical Staff, of the Special Olympics since 1985 and he received the Special Olympics Ten-Year Leadership 
Commitment Award. Dr. Bill’s commitment to service and pursuit of quality, his gentle perseverance, his kindness, and his team building
-approach has been a major factor in the successful development of Pediatric Emergency Medicine in Rhode Island and the region. 

(continued on page 15) 
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EMERGENCY MEDICINE FACULTY 

Clinical 
 Assistant Professor  
David Bouslough, MD, MPH 
Erica Constantine, MD 
Catherine Cummings, MD 
Thomas Germano, MD 
Kirstin Gregg, MD 
Andrew Griscom, MD 
Thomas Haronian, MD 
Ilse Jenouri, MD, MBA 
David Kaplan, MD 
Matthew Kopp, MD 
John LaFleur, MD 
David Lindquist, MD 
James Monti, MD 
James Rayner, MD 
John Riedel, MD 
Marcia Robitaille, MD 
Dana Sparhawk, MD 

Clinical Instructor 
Amir Bernaba, MD 
Laura Forman, MD 
Katherine Kimbrell, MD 
Megan McNamara, MD 

Teaching Associate  
Christine Garro, PA 
Allison Jackson, PA 
Lisa Murphy, FNP 
John Pliakas, MSN 
 
Research Associate 
Julie Bromberg, MPH 
 
Teaching Fellows 
Bryan Choi, MD—Disaster & EMS   
Allysia Guy, MD—Ultrasound  
Tracey Madsen, MD—  
Women’s Health in Emergency Care 
Stephanie Midgley, MD—Ultrasound 
Catherine Petit, MD— 
Medical Simulation   
Allison Riese, MD— 
Injury Prevention Center  

Associate Professor 
Adam Chodobski, PhD (Research) 
Thomas Chun, MD 
Susan Duffy, MD 
Jason Hack, MD 
Leo Kobayashi, MD 
Michael Mello, MD, MPH 
R. Clayton Merchant, MD, MPH, ScD 
Ted Nirenberg, PhD (Secondary) 
Frank Overly, MD 
Daniel Savitt, MD 
Dale Steele, MD 
Jonathan Valente, MD 

Professor 
Bruce Becker, MD, MPH 
Gregory Jay, MD, PhD 
William Lewander, MD 
James Linakis, MD, PhD 
Selim Suner, MD 
Brian Zink, MD 

Assistant Professor  
Siraj Amanullah, MD, MPH 
Kavita Babu, MD 
Janette Baird, PhD (Research) 
Jay Baruch, MD 
Francesca Beaudoin, MD, MS 
Linda Brown, MD, MSCE 
Joanna Szmydynger-Chodobska, 
PhD (Research) 
Geoffrey Capraro, MD, MPH 
Esther Choo, MD, MPH 
Brian Clyne, MD 
Jeffrey Feden, MD 
Rachel Fowler, MD, MPH 
Aris Garro, MD 
Eric Goldlust, MD, PhD 
Nathan Hudepohl, MD, MPH 

Associate Professor (Clinical)  
Deirdre Fearon, MD  
Gregory Lockhart, MD  
Kenneth Williams, MD 

Assistant Professor (Clinical) 
David Bullard, MD, MEd 
Charles Callahan, MD, MPH  
Sarah Case, MD 
Laura Chapman, MD  
Jamieson Cohn, MD 
Michelle Daniel, MD 
John Foggle, MD  
Sarah Gaines, MD  
Frantz Gibbs, MD 
Tobias Kummer, MD 
Elizabeth Jacobs, MD  
Joseph Lauro, MD  
Laura McPeake, MD 
Krithika (Meera) Murgunan-
dan, MD, MPH 
Lynne Palmisciano, MD  
Paul Porter, MD  
Todd Seigel, MD  
Jessica Smith, MD  
Elizabeth Sutton, MD 
Lynn Sweeney, MD  
Otis Warren, MD  

Assistant Professor  cont, 
Michael Lee, MD 
Adam Levine, MD, MPH 
Otto Liebmann, MD  
Alyson McGregor, MD, MA 
Lisa Merck, MD, MPH 
Christopher Merritt, MD, MPH 
Anthony Napoli, MD 
Megan Ranney, MD, MPH 
Neha Raukar, MD, MS 
Lisa Schweigler, MD, MPH 
Todd Seigel, MD 
Robert Tubbs, MD 

Clinical Associate       
Professor  
Gary Bubly, MD 
Mihir Kamat, MD 
Matthew Kopp, MD 
James Monti, MD 
Andrew Nathanson, MD 
David Portelli, MD 
Lawrence Proano, MD 
Francis Sullivan, MD 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

Clinical Professor 
Elizabeth Nestor, MD, M Div.  

 Alpert  
Medical School  

Emergency  
Medicine  

        Promotions  
As of July 1, 2012 
 
Selim Suner, MD—Professor  
 
Deirdre Fearon, MD— 
Associate Professor (Clinical)  
 
Matthew Kopp, MD— 
Clinical Associate       
Professor 
 
James Monti, MD –  
Clinical Associate     
Professor 
 
Jonathan Valente, MD—              
Associate Professor  
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  roster includes a grand total of seven attendings!) 
and a tale of passion and perseverance. The yel-
lowed pages are a reminder of the progress 
Emergency Medicine has made since its humble 
beginnings. The department has evolved to meet 
high patient demand and become a critical part-
ner to the institution; the faculty ranks have 
grown into one of the largest groups in the coun-
try; and the program has embraced changing 
standards for graduate medical education, modi-
fying the curriculum many times over. On our 
20th anniversary, however, I am also struck by 
how true the program has remained to its found-
ing principles. Our emphasis today on exception-
al clinical training, life-long learning, and cultivat-
ing leadership is as strong as it’s ever been. 

These core values are expressed in the first pro-
gram mission statement: 

 “To equip residents with the clinical skills 
needed to render quality health care to all 
patients in either the academic or clinical 
setting”  

“To instill the importance of a long-term com-
mitment to conducting research to further 
the scientific basis of medical practice and 
to training future emergency physicians”  

“To provide a strong academic basis in emer-
gency medicine and prepare physicians 
for leadership positions in the field”   

The program’s architects also made a compelling 
argument for the four-year format by stressing 

the “opportunity to engage in significant experi-
ences outside of required rotations, including re-
search and electives. Senior residents are afforded 
the opportunity to develop teaching, supervisory, 
and administrative skills to a level not possible with 
36 months of training.”   

Two decades and more than 150 graduates later, 
the program feels deeply rooted in these values. It 
still relies on an unparalleled clinical atmosphere 
and devoted educators to provide exceptional 
training. It still attracts diverse and adventurous 
individuals who feel a personal responsibility to 
lead. It still prepares residents for success in the full 
range of academic and clinical pursuits, with the 
four-year format a critical part of achieving its 
goals. 

The program is indebted to its many founders, but 
especially to Dan Savitt whose creativity, careful 
planning, and sheer determination made the vi-
sion into reality twenty years ago. He provided 
more than a binder of historical curiosities and a 
framework for residency education. He helped 
establish an ideology that connects all those who 
have shared in the program’s journey. Changes in 
health care and medical education all but guaran-
tee the program’s continued evolution such that 
Emergency Medicine at Rhode Island Hospital and 
Alpert Medical School will look very different twen-
ty years from now. But our values will endure. The 
commitment to clinical excellence, continuous im-
provement, and leadership that define our past 
and present will do so for another twenty years 
and beyond.  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

EM Res idency—20 Years   (continued from page 1) 

 
Thanks to the hard work of UEMF physicians, residents, and nurses, the stroke program continues to 
be very successful. Compared to 12 months ago, the door-to-treatment times for ischemic stroke have 
dramatically improved. Due to our efforts in rapidly identifying stroke, nearly 17% of patients with is-
chemic stroke received IV tPA in 2011; this is more than 5 times the national average.  In addition, over 
40% of our patients receive IV tPA in 60 minutes or less, placing Rhode Island Hospital in the top 10% 
of institutions nationally. With 24 nurses credentialed to perform dysphagia screens, we continue to 
make strides in evaluating this problem in stroke patients. Our efforts were highlighted to RIH leader-

ship at the “Pursuit of Excellence Forum” in late May.   

In addition, the program celebrated the official opening of an inpatient RIH “Stroke Unit”  on 6A/6B where all pa-
tients with acute ischemic stroke will receive care. Data suggests that patients cared for in dedicated stroke units 
have improved outcomes, and we are proud to have this addition to our program. Moving forward, both Rhode 
Island and the Miriam Hospitals are preparing for Joint Commission visits in the next months for recertification as 
Primary Stroke Centers.  Based upon the availability of multidisciplinary interventions for both ischemic and hemor-
rhagic stroke, Rhode Island Hospital will also pursue certification as a Comprehensive Stroke Center later this year. 
This certification was introduced in 2011 by the Joint Commission; Rhode Island Hospital is the only institution in 
Rhode Island eligible for this designation. 

                                    Stroke Programs at RIH & TMH  

Todd Seigel  
MD, Director 
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We have completed another year 
of review of our chest pain unit and 
are happy to report that more of 
our patients continue to get excel-
lent care, and get it faster.  Our 

2011 census was up 7% over the year prior, 
with over 1600 patients treated.  We continue 
to do functional testing on approximately 50% 
of the patients.  The average length of stay of 
our patients is down one more hour compared 
to the prior year, at 17 hours.  A recent publica-
tion reporting our excellent results while main-
taining lower resource utilization than compa-
rable units was picked up in the national 
news.  We have now turned towards improv-
ing and streamlining care further by investigat-
ing specific subgroups and disparities in 
care.   Some of that work was presented this 
past month at the Society of Academic Emer-
gency Medicine Annual Meeting.  

We also continue to streamline care and im-
prove the outcomes of patients with out of hos-

Rhode Island Hospital—Chest Pain Center Anthony Napoli, MD 
Medical Director 

pital cardiac 
arrests treated 
with therapeu-
tic hypother-
mia.  Between 
The Miriam 
Hospital and 
Rhode Island 
Hospital we 
have now treated over 40 patients in the last 2 
years with a significant improvement in the out-
comes of these patients. 

Lastly, we have just received notice of our 3 
year re-accreditation as a Chest Pain Cen-
ter.  This accreditation is a testament to the 
overall care provided to the chest pain patient 
at Rhode Island Hospital.  We 
are the only accredited center in 
Rhode Island and one of only a 
handful in New England. 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

  

Alpert Medical School— 
Emergency Medicine Terrace Opens 

The Alpert Medical School of Brown University held its first event 
on the Emergency Medicine Terrace on Friday, May 25, 2012.  The 
EM Terrace is atop of the new medical school building at 222 Rich-
mond Street and overlooks the Jewelry/Knowledge District, Col-
lege Hill, and the downcity skyline.  The medical school had a re-
ception on the EM Terrace during   Commencement/Reunion—
Alumni weekend hosting a gathering to view the Wall of Deans 
portraits.  UEMF members attended  the first reception and then 
enjoyed the views from the eco-friendly terrace.  Dean Wing 
acknowledged The Department of EM & UEMF’s donation to the 
medical school.  The EM Terrace has vegetation planters and is 
considered a “green roof” helping the downcity environment.  The 
EM Terrace is the “icing on the cake” of a an already “green” build-
ing.  The EM Terrace will be used for receptions and events, but 
also is a nice retreat for students, faculty, and staff from a more tra-
ditional office environment.  The EM Terrace was made possible by 
a $500,000 gift from UEMF to the Medical School.   

Some of the UEMF staff enjoying 
the Inaugural Terrace reception.   

  

The Department of Emergency Medicine 
expanded its administrative offices to 
include a large portion of the first floor of 
the 55 Claverick Street building.  Since 
our 2006 move of the Department of EM 
administrative offices, faculty, and resi-
dency to Claverick second floor, we have 
continued to grow.  Lifespan generously 
made the first floor space available.  The 
EM Residency will now be located on the 
first floor.   

There will be an open house on Tuesday, 
August 14th immediately following the 
8am EM Faculty meeting.  Stop by and 
check it out.    

EM Expands Claverick  
Admin Offices 

One of the new  first floor EM  
conference rooms.   

Looking through 
the new entrance 
to the admin offic-
es. . 
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The Injury Prevention Center communi-
ty outreach division is already gearing 
up for a very busy 2012.  In January we 
launched the 2012 Safety is NO Acci-
dent video/poster contest for Rhode 

Island high school students.  We received twice as 
many entries as in 2011 and prizes were awarded to 
the top three videos as well as the top three posters.  
Again this year the winning students received their 
awards from Lieutenant Governor Elizabeth Roberts 
in a ceremony at the Rhode Island State House.  The 
winning poster was displayed on a billboard in 
southern Rhode Island and all the winning entries 
are being showcased at the Emerald Square Mall.  
The winning entries can also be seen on our web-
site. 

Thanks to continued support from Kohl’s, the Injury 
Prevention Center has a new van to 
help us bring our programs to destina-
tions throughout Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts.  We have 
already held several car seat check 
events and have numerous events 
scheduled for the spring and summer.   

Michael J. Mello, MD 
Medical Director, Injury Prevention Center 

Other community events already held in 2012 in-
clude a bike safety rodeo which took place on May 
5th at Kohl’s in Smithfield.  At this very well attended 
event we were able to fit and distribute close to 100 
bike helmets.  Narragansett Bikes was on hand to 
perform bike safety checks/tune ups and the Smith-
field Police taught kids how to ride safely while hav-
ing them bike through a chalk course.  We also con-
ducted a child passenger safety certification course 
in May in which 16 new CPS technicians, including 
three staff mem-
bers from Hasbro 
Children’s Hospi-
tal, were certified.  
We are looking 
forward to keep-
ing busy through-
out the summer 
with numerous 
community events 
on our calendar. 

The Center for Sports Medicine  
has been very busy with sum-
mer sports in full swing.   

The Center for Sports Medicine 
& UEMF sponsored the 60th 
Annual Rhode Island Ski Run-
ner's Giant Slalom & Snow-
board Championship on Febru-
ary 12th, 2012 at Wachusett 
Mountain.  The Center part-
nered with the Injury Preven-

tion Center and raffled ski helmets to both children and 
adults.   

The Center for Sports Medicine and UEMF also spon-
sored the 2nd Annual Ride with K-Rob, Family Fun Fes-
tival on May 20, 2012.  The event, the brain child of 
Kevin Robinson, an international BMX legend and na-
tive of East Providence, benefits East Providence chil-
dren and keeps them involved in athletics.  Activities 

          Sports Medicine Neha Raukar, MD 
Director,  Division  of Sports Medi-

included a football combine; gymnastics & 
karate demonstrations; and a BMX show.  
Thousands attended the event.   

August 19, 2012— Jeff Feden, MD will be 
coordinating the medical coverage for the 
Rock & Rock 1/2 Marathon in Providence, RI.  Several 
thousand runners are expected to participate.  This race 
is held in many major cities around the world. This is the 

2nd year it has been held in Provi-
dence.    The course runs through 
out the city of Providence.   

Welcome Dr. Jeff Fed-
en—Dr. Feden is now 
on the staff at the Cen-

ter for Sports Medicine and sees patients on 
Mondays  in the Barrington Medical Center 
building in East Providence. 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

The first place poster in the 2012 Safety is 
NO Accident video/poster contest dis-
played on a billboard in southern Rhode 
Island.  

 Larry Proano, MD is a Co-Editor of 
the Oxford American Disaster 
Medicine Handbook .  The hand-
book was published in March 
2012.  

Images from the RI Ski Runner’s 
Giant Slalom & snowboard 
Championship. 

Visit us at http://www.thecenterforsportsmed.org/ 

 Neha Raukar, MD was named to the Brown University Campus Life Advi-
sory Board.  This Board oversees the Department of Athletics.  This Com-
mittee advises on various aspects of Campus Life including Athletics & 
Physical Education, the Offices of Residential & Student Life, University 
Health Services and the Women’s Center to name a few. 

http://www.thecenterforsportsmed.org�
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

2012 Department of EM Faculty Retreat 

The 6th Annual Emergency Medicine Faculty retreat was held on May 18, 
2012 at The Whispering Pines Conference Center at Alton Jones in West 
Greenwich, RI.  There were over 60 attendees.  Dr. Zink led the group in exer-
cises exploring current key questions for the Department of Emergency Medi-
cine and discussed our expertise and “product” in academic  emergency med-
icine.   

The EM Faculty worked on crafting a new 5 year vision statement for the De-
partment covering clinical care, EM Residency education, medical student ed-
ucation, fellowships, research, scholarly work and productivity, divisions and 
programs, service, and employee relations and satisfaction.    Attendees broke 
out into small groups to discuss the vision statement parameters, metrics and 
measures to track our success.  The groups were able to enjoy the outdoors 
and trails while contemplating the Department vision.   A final draft of the  
new vision will be presented at the August 14, 2012 EM faculty meeting. 

Drs. Daniel Savitt and Matthew Kopp moderated a Charting Workshop during 
lunch.  Dr. Savitt discussed MedHost PhysDoc charting.  Dr. Kopp presented 
compliance  requirements with the new electronic medical record.   

The afternoon included guest speakers.  Suzanne Duni, JD, RN, Loss Preven-
tion Program Manager from Lifespan Risk Services, discussed claims and risk 
reduction.   

Dr. Gregory Jay moderated a Health Economics Research Session on devising 
and conducting EM research in clinical effectiveness, quality, and cost with 
guest speakers Dr. Ira Wilson, Professor of Health Services Policy & Practice at 
the Brown University Public Health Program and Liesl Cooper, Vice President 
of Global Healthcare Economics, Policy & Reimbursement at Covidien.   

The Retreat presentations wrapped up with a wellness session entitled “Well-
Balanced” that was a panel discussion with EM attendings on Work-Life Bal-
ance moderated by Dr. Laura McPeake with K. Carey Baker, M.Ed. as  a guest 
contributor.   

The final event for the day was an optional “Fun Run”.  Participants ran or 
walked for 2.5 miles around the Alton Jones camp. 

The EM Faculty group picture for 2012.   

On the right, highlights from the 
2012 Dept. of EM Faculty Retreat 
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Recent Grant Awards 

EXTRAMURAL FUNDING:  
 
Gregory Jay, MD, PhD was awarded a 3-year, 
$2,219,221, grant from the Department of De-
fense. His project, entitled “Tribosupplementation 
with Lubricin in Prevention of Post-Traumatic Ar-
thritis” will study the intervention of supplement-
ing a joint’s natural lubricating ability 
(tribosupplementation) to preserve the cells which 
line the surface of articular cartilage. 

Emergency Medicine Research 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

2012 Department of Emergency Medicine Junior 
Faculty Research Development Grants  

Geoffrey Capraro, MD            $39,053 
Electromagnetic Radiation as a Screen for Life-
Threatening Infection   

Todd Seigel, MD                     $39,954 

Identifying Patterns of Mechanical Ventilation in 
the Emergency Department  

Neha Raukar, MD                   $38,330 

The Effect of Concussion on the Driving Ability of 
the College Athlete  

 Bryan Choi, MD, Disaster & EMS Fellow – 2 year 
Dr. Choi is our new EMS Fellow. Bryan is a 212 graduate of our Emergency Medicine Residency Program and he attended 
the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Texas. He is also one of the critical care transport physicians for 
LifePACT. Dr. Choi’s interests are EMS systems, medical direction, and critical care transport. He has recently conducted 
and presented research on occupational exposure to potential toxins from ambulance exhaust fumes.  

 Allysia Guy, MD, Emergency Ultrasound Fellow 
Dr. Guy is one of our new Emergency Ultrasound Fellows.  She completed her Emergency Medicine Residency at SUNY 
Downstate/Kings County Hospital Center in 2012 and is a graduate of University of Illinois Medical School.  In addition to 
ultrasound, Dr. Guy’s interests are Medical Spanish and International Medicine/Travel.  

 Tracey Madsen, MD, Women’s Health in Emergency Care Fellow  - 2 year 
Dr. Madsen is our new, and first, Women’s Health in Emergency Care Fellow.  Tracy was Chief Resident of our Emergency 
Medicine Residency Program and graduated from Boston University School of Medicine.  She is a volunteer at the Rhode 
Island Free Clinic.  Tracy is also a physician mentor for the Office of Women in Medicine at the Warren Alpert Medical 
School.  She provides mentorship and guidance to women medical students.  She is the Resident Division Program Chair-
person for the American Medical Women's Association and also serves on the Board of Directors for the Rhode Island 
Women's Association.  Her interests are Gender Specific Medicine in Emergency Medicine, Women's Health and Medical 
Education. Dr. Madsen won a 2012 Haffenreffer House Staff Excellence Award given to residents recognizing outstand-
ing performance.   

 Stephanie Midgely, MD, Emergency Ultrasound Fellow  
Dr. Midgley is one of our new Emergency Ultrasound Fellows. Stephanie is a 2012 Brown emergency medicine graduate. 
She did her medical school training at State University of NY Downstate Medical Center. Stephanie is the Emergency Med-
icine Residency Wellness Committee Co-Chair and also mentors 1st and 2nd year medical students in longitudinal pro-
gram teaching history and physician exam skills. Her interests are ultrasound, sepsis, medical education, and medical sim-
ulation.  

 Catherine Pettit, MD,  Medical Simulation Fellow  - Coming on in September 2012 

Dr. Catherine Pettit is coming on board as the new Medical Simulation Fellow.  Dr. Pettit received her MD in 2009 at the 
University of Maryland School of Medicine and completed her EM Residency there as well.  Dr. Pettit id interested in medi-
cal education and medical simulation in medical education.   

 Allison Riese, MD, Injury Prevention Center Fellow  - 2 year  
Dr. Riese just completed her EM Pediatrics residency here at Brown and is a graduate of University of Massachusetts Medi-
cal School.  During residency, Dr. Riese was awarded a resident CATCH grant to perform focus groups examining adoles-
cents’ view on addressing youth violence.  
Dr. Riese’s research interests include youth violence, including screening and counseling in primary care and strengthen-
ing support for post-injury victims.   

Shy 

New EM Fellows 

 The Department of Emergency Medicine is proud to announce we will be hosting the 17th annual New Eng-
land Regional SAEM Meeting on April 3, 2013. It will be held at the Rhode Island Convention Center in Provi-
dence, RI. Dr. Debra Houry, Associate Professor And Vice Chair for Research of the Department of Emergen-
cy Medicine at Emory University School of Medicine will be the keynote speaker.  More information will be 
sent in early 2013.  For questions, contact person is Amy Amaral (aamaral3@lifespan.org). 

mailto:aamaral3@lifespan.org�
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

New EM Faculty  

  Class of 2016 EM Resident Interns 

 Lisa Merck, MD, MPH, Assistant Professor in Emergency Medicine  
Dr. Merck comes to us from Emory University, Division of Emergency Neurosciences, and Department of Emergency Medicine 
where she has been an Assistant Professor and Clinical Researcher for the past 4 years. She attended The Chicago Medical School 
and received her MPH from Oregon Health and Sciences University and did her emergency medicine residency at University of 
North Carolina.  

Dr. Merck’s research focus is in Pediatric and Adult Neurological Emergencies, Radiology Utilization and Safety in the ED, and Epi-
demiology/Outcomes Research in EM.  Dr. Merck was a key component of the NIH-funded Neurological Emergencies Treatment 
Trials (NETT) hub at Emory and is a co-investigator on the PROTECT III national randomized clinical trial of progesterone in traumat-
ic brain injury. She has assisted in implementation and oversight of the study protocol nationally. Dr. Merck is an emerging expert 
in neurological emergencies and imaging consent and radiation exposure.  

 Michael Lee, MD, Assistant Professor in Emergency Medicine  
Dr. Lee is a 2012 graduate of our EM Residency Program and served as a Chief Resident.  He completed his MD at Brown in 2008.  
Prior to going into health care, he received an MS in economics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and was Vice Presi-
dent & Executive Director at Goldman Sachs.   

Dr. Lee will be an EM Attending at The Miriam Hospital & The Anderson Emergency Center at RIH.  His academic work will have a 
focus on the economics of emergency care and cost effectiveness in health care.       

 Matthew Siket, MD, MS, Assistant Professor in Emergency Medicine  
Dr. Siket received his MD & completed his EM residency at Alpert Medical School of Brown University, where he was 
a Chief Resident. Matt will return to Brown this fall after completing a fellowship in NIH Specialized Translational 
Research in Acute Stroke & the Department of Neurology at the Harvard Medical School/ Massachusetts General 
Hospital program. Dr. Siket received his Master in Science in Interdisciplinary Biomedical Science from the Graduate 
School of Biomedical Sciences at the University of Medicine & Dentistry of New Jersey.  Dr. Siket's interests are re-
search & education in stroke and neurological emergencies.  

 Krithika “Meera” Muruganandan, MD, MPH, Assistant Professor (Clinical) in Emergency Medicine  
Dr. Muruganandan completed dual Fellowships in both EM Ultrasound & International EM in 2012.  She completed her MPH at 
Brown in 2012 as well.  Meera graduated from Brown’s EM Residency in 2010.  She received her MD from the Saba University 
School of Medicine in Saba, Netherlands, Antilles.  Dr. Muruganandan has been very involved in international EM research and 
service during her fellowship and will continue this role as an attending physician.  She is a Physician Volunteer for Asylum Net-
work for Physician for Human Rights in Boston aiding survivors of torture and other human rights abuses.  She is also an Instructor/
Mentor for the Doctoring Course at the Alpert Medical School of Brown University.  

 

  
 
  
 

  
 
 

  
 
  
 

  
 
 

  
 
  
 
  
  

  
 
  

 

  
 
  
 

  
 
 

  
 
  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 
  
 

Robert Butler 
U of Louisville  

School  
of Medicine 

Adam Janicki 
Tufts University 

School  
of Medicine 

Jenna  
Wheelhouse 

Boston University 
School  

of Medicine 

Katherine Farmer 
U of Connecticut 

School   
of Medicine 

 Alexis Kearney 
Mount Sinai 

School  
of Medicine 

Taneisha Wilson 
U of Connecticut 

School of   
Medicine 

Seth Gemme 
SUNY  at Buffalo  

School of  
Medicine &  
Biomedical  

Sciences 

Courteney  
MacKuen 

U of N. Carolina  
at Chapel Hill  

School of Medicine 

Wendy Wong 
Tulane University 

School  
of Medicine 

Naomi George 
Columbia  

University College 
of Physicians  
& Surgeons 

Elizabeth  
Samuels 

Tufts University 
School  

of Medicine 

Roger Wu 
Tufts University 

School  
of Medicine 

 New EM  
Chief Residents   
for 2012-2013:  

Liz Goldberg, MD 
Reagan Herrington, MD 
Brandon Maughan, MD 

  
 
 

Project CLEAR 
recently held a 
Rhode Island 
photo contest.  
Winners wil l 
have their pho-
tos hung in ED 
e x a m i n a t i o n 
rooms.    Winners 
included Dr. Dan 
Savitt for a rustic 
barn photo and 
Allison Pardee, PA 
for a yacht sailing 
on the ocean. 
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

Jay Baruch, MD – Dr. Baruch, a talented writer, educator & clinician, has distinguished himself as a leading local & national 
voice in medical humanities & ethics.  Dr. Baruch completed the prestigious Brown Cogut Center for the Humanities Faculty 
Fellowship in 2011. His project focused on development of an Alpert Medical School medical humanities. Dr. Baruch is also the  
Director the Ethics Curriculum at the medical school, & as Director of the Scholarly Concentration in Medical Humanities. His 
work on the Creative Physician Series has brought an array of faces & ideas in the arts & humanities to Brown. Dr. Baruch 
spearheaded the birth of the Foundry of Arts & Humanities in our Department of EM.   

Dr. Baruch had a big year in terms of national speaking engagements & presentations on his own creative writing & in medical 
humanities. In the ED, Dr. Baruch is known as a hard working, productive, & often wisecracking emergency physician & teach-
er.  Dr. Baruch continues to be an active writer, having 3 published pieces in prestigious writing journals & magazines. 

Esther Choo, MD, MPH - Dr. Choo had an outstanding year as an educator, investigator, & clinician.  Dr. Choo’s primary area of 
research interest is the health care of women, substance use, & interpersonal violence. She was awarded a 5-year, $900,000 
K23 award from NIH (with a phenomenal review score) & her project will be: “Computer-based intervention for women with 
substances use & interpersonal violence in the ED.”  

Dr. Choo is making her mark on a national level in emergency medicine through organizational & committee work This year 
she was the Vice President for the SAEM Academy of Women in Academic Emergency Medicine. Dr. Choo received the 2011 
award for Best Innovation in Emergency Medicine Education Presentation from SAEM. Dr. Choo is the Co-Director of the newly 
formed Division of Women’s Health in Emergency Care in the Department of EM. In the clinical setting, Dr. Choo is known as 

compassionate, highly energetic, talented clinician who is always looking out for & helping her colleagues. She is one of our highest rated 
teachers of emergency medicine residents & is an overall favorite with staff.  

Rachel Fowler, MD, MPH – Dr. Fowler is a highly regarded clinician & educator who contributes a great deal in the service 
realm. As a clinician, Dr. Fowler is known as an astute & productive emergency physician & a highly valued bedside teacher. 
Her EM resident teaching evaluations have been near the top of the group since she started as an attending physician.   

About 2 years ago, Dr. Fowler took over the Department of EM’s involvement in the Rhode Island Free Clinic program & now 
directs all EM participation in the RI Free Clinic. She has orchestrated & motivated a large group of EM residents, fellows, & at-
tending physicians to provide volunteer clinical work at the RIFC, & has created an acute care clinic which we staff. Dr. Fowler 
organized a follow up program for ED patients at RIFC. Dr. Fowler has also been very active in the international EM realm, pri-
marily in Liberia where she has worked with the HEARTT program to provide ED care & education at the JFK Hospital in Monro-

via. She received the Certificate of Appreciation for Promoting Healthcare for Africans in RI at the African Health Summit in 2009.  Dr. Fowler’s 
selfless & tireless approach to providing exceptional clinical care, teaching, mentoring, & service makes her a key role model for students, resi-
dents, fellows, & peers. 

James Linakis, MD, PhD- Dr. Linakis had a stellar year in 2011, continuing his multi-faceted, high quality contributions in re-
search, education, & clinical care. Dr. Linakis’ reach in our research realm is very broad. In addition to receiving & starting his 
own R21 grant - ED Based Prevention Intervention to Delay Alcohol Use by Young Adolescents ($ 533,346) -  Dr. Linakis played 
a key role this year in helping us to receive the PECARN grant. He is a mentor to numerous junior faculty investigators & fellows 
& a strong collaborator in the Injury Prevention Center research portfolio. He has been an author on numerous peer-reviewed 
publications in the past year.  Since 2007 Dr. Linakis has served as the Chair Rhode Island Hospital Committee on the Protection 
of Human Subjects (IRB) -  a huge job for which Dr. Linakis has received praise from the research administration & investigators. 
He is the Associate Director of the Hasbro Children’s Hospital Emergency Department.  Dr. Linakis is regarded as a master clini-
cian and educator in Pediatric EM, with outstanding teaching evaluation scores from Pediatric Fellows, EM Residents, & Pediat-

rics Residents.  In 2011 Dr. Linakis became just the 5th EM faculty member to achieve Professor status in an academic track at the Alpert Medi-
cal School of Brown University. 

Gregory Lockhart, MD  - Dr. Greg Lockhart is a master educator in the realm of Pediatric Emergency Medicine, & had an out-
standing year as a teacher & clinician. Dr. Lockhart serves as the Director of Pediatric EM Resident & Medical Student Education 
in the Section of Pediatric EM.  At the Alpert Medical School, he serves as Course Co-Director of the EM Senior Elective & Course 
Director of the Clinical Elective in Pediatric EM.  Dr. Lockhart’s teaching evaluations have been at or near the top of the group 
for medical students, residents (EM and Pediatrics) & Ped EM fellows.  

He is a one of a select few EM recipients of the Dean’s Excellence In Teaching Award from the Alpert School of Medicine. Dr. 
Lockhart is known as an experienced smart, creative, entertaining, educator. His caring, good-natured approach to education 
makes him a favorite at all levels, especially when he unveils his special Cranston accent during lectures. In the service realm, Dr. 

Lockhart has served as the Chair for the Rhode Island American Academy of Pediatrics Annual Charity Golf Tournament for the past 3 years 
and as a Volunteer Tutor for the “Homework Club”, an after-school tutoring program for under-privileged grade school children.  

Todd Seigel, MD – Dr. Seigel has had a big impact across many fronts in the past year. As Co-Director of the RIH & TMH Stroke 
Centers, Dr. Seigel has done the hard work of analyzing & improving stroke care in our ED’s by creating new, consistent order 
sets, trouble shooting impediments to expedient, high quality stroke care, & making sure we could be fully accredited at each 
site. His work was a big part of the TMH Stroke Center receiving the Fain Quality Award from Lifespan. Dr. Seigel’s critical care 
fellowship training makes him the ideal liaison with our ICU’s.  

Dr. Seigel has been active & productive in the research realm. He was awarded a UEMF Junior Faculty Research Development 
Grant to assess patterns of mechanical ventilation management by emergency physicians. He published three original research 
publications in critical care/EM in the past year. Dr. Seigel is an outstanding educator in the ED’s, ICU, & is a favorite lecturer in 

our departmental conferences. This past May he traveled to HaEmek Regional Hospital, in Afula, Israel where he presented 3 lectures on criti-
cal care topics. Dr. Seigel had a big role in creating & gaining approval for a new Brown undergraduate course - Introduction to Conducting 
Clinical Research .  Across the board, Dr. Seigel’s energy, enthusiasm, & intelligence makes him a great asset to our department. 

2012 Department of Emergency Medicine/UEMF Outstanding Emergency Medicine Physician Awards 
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Brown EM on the  
National Scene 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

 Dr. Brian Zink was one of a few EM 
Chairs interviewed for a SAEM Research 
Foundation video detailing the im-
portance of donating and what the 
foundation has accomplished.  The vid-
eo can be viewed on www.saem.org.      

 Neha Raukar, 
MD spoke at 
CT ACEP’s 
Annual Meet-
ing in April   

 Brown EM was very well represented with 9 abstracts and 13 didactic 
presentations. Jaime Wagner & Ilse Jenouri excelled in their CPC cases.  
Brandon Maughan started his service as the sole elected resident member 
on the SAEM Board. 
2011 Annual Meeting Awards were presented:  Best Young Investigator 
Presentation – Anthony M. Napoli, MD & Best IEME Moderated Poster – Es-
ther K. Choo, MD.  Adam Levine received the Global Emergency Medicine 
Academy's inaugural Humanitarian Service Award.  Dr. Anthony Napoli was 
the on-site SAEM guide and mentor for our 2nd year residents.  Dr. Megan 
Ranney was on the SAEM Program Committee and Didactic Sub Committee 
Co-Chair.  

Brown EM dinner at Cité, at the top of Lake Point Towers. The dinner was 
well-attended and very festive.   

Brown EM at Society for Academic EM in Chicago, May 2012 

2012 Department of EM Peer Reviewed Publications  
1.Armstrong GW, Kim JG, Linakis JG, Mello MJ, and Greenberg PB. Pediatric eye injuries presenting to United States emergency departments: 2001-
2007. Graefes Arch Clin Exp Ophthalmol. epub 2012 17 Jan.  10.1007/s00417-011-1917-0. 
2.Canino G, Garro A, Alvarez MM, Colon-Semidey A, Esteban C, Fritz G, Koinis-Mitchell D, Kopel SJ, Ortega AN, Seifer R, and McQuaid EL. Factors 
associated with disparities in emergency department use among Latino children with asthma. Ann Allergy Asthma Immunol. 2012 Apr;108(4):266-70. 
3.Carey JL and Napoli AM. Tension pneumoperitoneum during routine colonoscopy. Am J Emerg Med. 2012 Jan;30(1):261 e1-2. 
4.Chen AJ, Kim JG, Linakis JG, Mello MJ, and Greenberg PB. Eye injuries in the elderly from consumer products in the United States: 2001-2007. 
Graefes Arch Clin Exp Ophthalmol. epub 2012 25 Apr.  10.1007/s00417-012-2004-x. 
5.Choo EK, Nicolaidis C, Newgard CD, Hall MK, Lowe RA, McConnell MK, and McConnell KJ. Association between emergency department resources 
and diagnosis of intimate partner violence. Eur J Emerg Med. 2012 Apr;19(2):83-8. 
6.Choo EK, Ranney ML, Aggarwal N, and Boudreaux ED. A systematic review of emergency department technology-based behavioral health interven-
tions. Acad Emerg Med. 2012 Mar;19(3):318-28. 
7.Choo EK, Sullivan AF, LoVecchio F, Perret JN, Camargo CA, Jr., and Boudreaux ED. Patient preferences for emergency department-initiated tobac-
co interventions: a multicenter cross-sectional study of current smokers. Addict Science & Clinical Practice. epub 2012 15 Mar;7(4).  10.1186/1940-
0640-7-4. 
8.Chun TH and Linakis JG. Interventions for adolescent alcohol use. Curr Opin Pediatr. 2012 Apr;24(2):238-42. 
9.Clyne B. Multitasking in emergency medicine. Acad Emerg Med. 2012 Feb;19(2):230-1. 
10.Drewniak EI, Jay GD, Fleming BC, Zhang L, Warman ML, and Crisco JJ. Cyclic loading increases friction and changes cartilage surface integrity in 
lubricin-mutant mouse knees. Arthritis Rheum. 2012 Feb;64(2):465-73. 
11.Elsaid KA, Zhang L, Waller K, Tofte J, Teeple E, Fleming BC, and Jay GD. The Impact of Forced Joint Exercise on Lubricin Biosynthesis from Artic-
ular Cartilage Following ACL Transection and Intra-Articular Lubricin's Effect in Exercised Joints Following ACL Transection. Osteoarthritis Cartilage. 
epub 2012 15 May.  10.1016/j.joca.2012.04.021. 
12.Jay GD, Elsaid KA, Kelly KA, Anderson SC, Zhang L, Teeple E, Waller K, and Fleming BC. Prevention of cartilage degeneration and gait asym-
metry by lubricin tribosupplementation in the rat following anterior cruciate ligament transection. Arthritis Rheum. 2012 Apr;64(4):1162-71. 
13.Kobayashi L, Dunbar-Viveiros JA, Devine J, Jones MS, Overly FL, Gosbee JW, and Jay GD. Pilot-phase findings from high-fidelity In Situ medical 
simulation investigation of emergency department procedural sedation. Simul Healthc. 2012 Apr;7(2):81-94. 
14.Kobayashi L, Overly F, and Gosbee J. Emergency department procedural sedation simulation package (SLIPSTREAM Program scenarios A+B. 
MedEdPortal. epub 2012.  https://www.mededportal.org/publication/9155. 
15.Kobayashi L, Sweeney LA, Cousins AC, Bertsch KS, Gardiner FG, Tomaselli NM, Boss RM, Gibbs FJ, and Jay GD. Web survey and embedded 
intervention on emergency department personnel perceptions of role in patient experience. Eur J Emerg Med. 2012 Apr;19(2):112-6. 
16.Levine AC and Shetty P. Managing a front line field hospital in Libya: Description of case mix and lessons learned for future humanitarian emergen-
cies. African Journal of Emergency Medcine. epub 2012 10 Feb.  10.1016/j.afjem.201201.005  
17.McQuaid EL, Garro A, Seifer R, Hammond SK, and Borrelli B. Integrating asthma education and smoking cessation (continued on page  20) 

 Drs.  Libby Nestor & Jonathan Valente 
were both re-elected to the SAEM 
Membership Committee. 

Dr. Clay Merchant has been appoint-
ed to the 2012-13 SAEM Grants Com-
mittee. 

 Esther Choo, MD, MPH is a new Asso-
ciate   Editor for   Academic Emergen-
cy Medicine . 

 Bob Tubbs, MD received the Council of 
EM Residency Directors Academy for 
Scholarship in Education EM Distin-

guished Educator 
Award!  Bob was also 
named as an ACEP 
national speaker and 
will be presenting 
Radiology/EM topics 
at the ACEP Scientific 
Assembly in the fu-
ture.  

 Siraj Amanullah, MD, MPH is a new 
member of the PREP E-Med Editorial 
Board for the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. 
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Michael Fine, MD 
Director, Rhode Island  
Department of Health  

“Public Health—A Collaboration” 

January 25, 2012 
Richard Cantor, MD 

SUNY Upstate Medical University 
“Pediatric Bread and Butter: Our Most 

Common Complaints and How to Han-
dle Them” & “Mistakes You Don’t Want 
to Make with Your Pediatric Patients” 

April 4, 2012 
Robert Hoffman, MD 

NYU School of Medicine  
“Alcohol Withdrawal 2012”  

May 23, 2012  
Rebecca Smith-Bindman, MD 

U of California at San Francisco 
“Diagnostic Imaging & Radiation: What is 

the Risk”  

February 8, 2012 
Emanuel Rivers, MD 
Henry Ford Hospital  

“The Early Management of Severe Sepsis 
& Septic Shock: A Decade of Evolution & 

Evidence” 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

Dr. Wendy Coates, a Professor of Clini-
cal Medicine in the Department of 
Emergency Medicine at the David Ge-
ffen School of Medicine at UCLA, 
spent 2 fun-filled days as Visiting Pro-
fessor in the Department of EM.  Dr. 
Coates is the Director of Medical Edu-
cation and Education Fellowship Pro-
gram as well as the Chair/ Assistant Dean of the Acute Care Col-
lege at the Geffen School of Medicine. Dr. Coates is a well-known 
and well-respected national educator who was awarded the In-
augural Lifetime Achievement Award for Medical Student Educa-
tion from Council of EM Residency Directors and the Leadership 
Award of the CORD Academy of Educators. 

Dr. Coates gave a faculty development lecture called “Best Prac-
tices in Medical Education”.   
She was able to participate in 
bedside rounding in the An-
derson Emergency Center em-
phasizing teaching strategies 
for residents & medical stu-
dents.  Many faculty joined 
her at a dinner reception at 
Gracie’s in downcity Providence.   

On day 2, she participated in an inter-
view & discussion moderated by Dr. 
Brian Clyne, Director of EM Residen-
cy.  She gave presentations to the EM 
Residency & faculty on how to 
conduct effective educational 
research & developing a successful academic career in education.  
She ended her time with us by conducting one-on-one mini-
mentoring sessions with individual faculty members.  

Drs. Clyne , Coates & Tubbs  at Gracie’s.  (left) 

May 29 & 30, 2012 
Visiting Professor—Wendy Coates, MD 

Dr. Coates answering Dr. Clyne’s questions . 
May 23, 2012 Tracy Madsen, MD  Re-
ceived the Haffenreffer House Staff 
award.  Dr. Brian Clyne made the intro-
duction as Dr. Madsen received the 
award as an EM resident for exceptional 
qualities, clinical professional service, pro-
fessionalism, leadership/stewardship, & 
scholarly activity/
research.   

Dr. Madsen is the 
WHEC Inaugural Fel-
low.   

 July 2012—High school students interested in EM 
shadowed the following EM Attendings for the 
Alpert Medical School, Brown University: 

Siraj Amanullah, MD       Mihir Kamat, MD 
John LaFleur, MD            Todd Seigel, MD 
Beth Sutton, MD              Bob Tubbs, MD     

 EM Attendings Participating in the Brown Scholarly Concen-
trations (SC) Program: 

Jay Baruch, MD: Co-Director, Medical Humanities & Ethics; 
Gregory Jay, MD, PhD: Co-Director, Medical Technology & Innovation; 
Lisa Schweigler, MD, MPH: Co-Director, Health Policy 
Selim Suner, MD: Director, Disaster Medicine & Response & Co-Director in Medi-
cal Technology & Innovations      

edicine M 
E mergency 

Department of  
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 The Midlevel Providers pictured below at their annual 
retreat in June.   

Please join us in welcoming our new Midlevel Provid-
ers: Brian Martin, PA and Shirley Mendes, FNP  and 
our new EMPADs: Diana Bowman, Rachel Brown, 
Marion Ddamulira, James Finneran, Cailyne Ghaza-
rian, and Leigh Whoriskey.    

The Rhode Island Hospital 
Medical Simulation Center 
continues to expand its role in 
medical training, provider ed-
ucation, patient safety, 
healthcare device design and 
academic research.  High-

lights for the past 6 months include: 

Institutional Education + Training: 
 -Ongoing GME training sessions for Lifespan-based 
educational programs 
 -Alpert Medical School ACLS training completed for all 
AMS-2 pre-clinical students 
 -Anesthesia departmental PALS and ACLS training in 
process 
 -CLEAR! sim-enhanced CRM expanded to Newport 
and TMH EDs 
 -Continued development, implementation and con-
duct of RIH nursing simulation training programs 
 -Inaugural Lifespan Patient Safety Week CPR compres-
sion quality competition 

Additional Education + Training: 
 -Continued commercial and industry simulation collab-
orations: 

       -Covidien video development session 
       -Ximedica product development and testing 
       -WebMD/MedScape procedural training video           

recording sessions.  
 -South Coast Hospital system hospitalist SimCode train-
ing 

 -Vermont ED faculty simulation training sessions. 

Academics + Research: 
 -Multiple successful abstract presentations, podium 
presentations and workshops at the International 
Meeting for Simulation in Healthcare (IMSH) Jan. 2012, 
San Diego CA and Pediatric Academic Society (PAS) 
Apr. 2012, Boston MA 

 -Successful completion of ARGUS (ED telemetry ar-
rhythmia simulation) study and CIRRUS (CPR Instructor 
chest compression performance and assessment) 
study, publications in peer-review. 

 -Pediatric CPR quality study started 

 -PRECISE community ED pediatric resuscitation readi-
ness study sessions ongoing w/ site visit in situ sessions 

 -PRIDE pediatric disaster triage algorithm comparison 
study (phase 1 completion) 

 -Securement of AY 2012-2013 Medical Simulation fel-
low (Dr. Catherine Pettit from Univ. Maryland EM) 

Facility Enhancements: 
 -Expanded availability and portability of StudioCode 
AV recording / debriefing / research solution 
 -Arrival of additional manikin simulators to expand 
center capabilities 
       -Laerdal SimJunior 
       -Laerdal SimMan 3G (wireless, tetherless).  

It is the Rhode Island Hospital Medical Simulation Cen-
ter’s 10 Anniversary this year.  We will be having an 
open house and reception on October 23, 2012 at 
5pm.  More information will be available in the Fall.  

RIH—Medical Simulation Center  Leo Kobayashi, MD  & Frank Overly, MD 
Co-Directors, RIHMSC 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

UEMF Midlevel Providers   Hasbro ED  (continued on page 4) 

In January the HCHED was featured on the Lifespan.org web-
site “Seasons of Safety” Coloring Program in Hasbro Children’s 
Hospital Emergency Department Raises Awareness of Poten-
tially Deadly Behaviors.  This program offered coloring books 
for the patients to use while waiting for results in the ED.   

Another program that was started in the Hasbro ED involves 
taking a new approach to better serving and communicating 
with autistic patients.  If a child with autism is identified, the 
HCHED staff work with their family to make  their treatment 
room to that child’s liking and comfort level.  After speaking 
with providers at Bradley Hospital, the Lifespan hospital for 
treatment of children and adolescents with psychiatric illness-
es, the HCHED team developed a system to make these pa-
tients more comfortable in the unfamiliar surroundings of the 
ED and  promote better communication.  Based on the fami-
ly’s feedback, staff choose from a variety of items such as 
weighted blankets, body socks, squeeze balls, playmats, noise 
canceling head phones, etc.  These items  help the patient 
adjust to the treatment room and assist with communication 
to better understand the patient’s needs.      
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RIH Anderson EC (Continued from page 3) 

pressed by the manner in which our sophisti-
cated systems coordinate to bring continual 
quality improvement measures promptly to the 
bedside. Moreover, this survey reviewed and 
recognized the extent of the hospital’s involve-
ment and role in the community to promote 
wellness in this patient population. A special 
note of recognition is for Gina Marchetti, whose 
executive assistance ensured a successful day 
with the reviewers.  

The emergency center physician and midlevel 
staff rolled out the new MedHost documenta-
tion on an electronic medical record. The staff 
has worked hard to integrate this new docu-
mentation into clinical practice. Through their 
efforts, our physician, resident, and midlevel 
providers have successfully adapted this new 
practice for our patients. The electronic docu-
mentation offers improvement in the clarity and 
thoroughness of patient records, while enhanc-
ing communication throughout the Lifespan 
system.  

 The quality of our patient service remains 
amongst the highest priorities in the delivery of 
patient care. Although our efforts to date have 
contributed to an increasing demand for our 
services with increasing patient arrivals, we re-
main cognizant that the quality of our clinical 
care goes hand in hand with exceptional ser-
vice, which in turn strengthens our clinical rela-
tionships with our patients and community. The 
Anderson staff continues to positively transform 
the department’s culture, communication and 
experience of our patients. We see this through 
the increasing number of staff champions and 
positive patient feedback at the bedside. Patient 
feedback is being collected by emergency de-
partment and hospital leaders as they round 
and meet patients in the emergency center. 
This ‘administrative rounding’ provides an op-
portunity to hear from the voice of the custom-
er and give staff real-time feedback as to their 
service impact on the patients. Further efforts 
are currently underway to enhance staff perfor-
mance feedback, refine our service recovery 
program, and increase patient feedback. In our 
complex and sophisticated clinical environ-
ment, we continue to deliver high quality care 
while striving for excellence in clinical educa-
tion and patient service. 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

International EM— 
New Program in Nicaragua 

¡Soy Nica! 

I am Nicaraguan! Well....actually, nothing 
could be farther from the truth. 
There is not much blending in 
that a fair skinned Partridge or 
Pringle can do. There is similarly no place to hide for a 6’ 
tall Foggle or Bouslough in Managua. But this became 
our mantra and our response when we were asked if we 
were tourists. The phrase also speaks to the IEM Division 
commitment to and partnership with UNAN ( Univer-
sidad Nacional Autonoma De Nicaragua), the University 
sponsoring the Emergency Medicine Residency training 
programs at Lenin Fonseca and Rob-
erto Calderon hospitals. 

Joined by Drs. Mackey and Milan, the 
above mentioned team spent a com-
bined total of 12 weeks of time in Ma-
nagua in March/April 2012, providing 
clinical support, educational consulta-
tion, and EM didactics for residency 
programs and medical school alike. 

We are excited about the research, clinical and educa-
tional opportunities Brown University EM Residents, Fel-
lows and Faculty will have in this partnership program.  

Likewise, we are excited to sponsor a reciprocal visitation 
program for Nicaraguan Faculty to observe EM in Rhode 
Island and the United States! As early as this October, Pro-
gram Directors from each residency program in Managua 
will be joining us for a one month Observership! The Divi-
sion of IEM has also sponsored applications for each phy-
sician to attend ACEP’s National Symposium in Denver, 
Colorado! 

Muchas gracias to all who have travelled to Nicaragua to 
represent our program, and build this partnership over 
the last two years! Faculty interested in participating as a 
“Visiting Professor” please contact Dr. John Foggle at 
john_foggle@brown.edu. Residents interested in IEM 
electives in Nicaragua please contact Dr. David 
Bouslough at david_bouslough@brown.edu. 

Dave Bouslough, MD,  
Director, International EM  

 Adam Levine, MD, MPH was 
featured on www.lifespan.org 
and Lifespan’s online newslet-
ter Lifelines.   Adam received 
Inaugural Global Health SAEM 
Humanitarian Award at the 
Annual Meeting in May 2012.  
Dr. Levine was featured in var-
ious publications announcing 
this honor.     

mailto:john_foggle@brown.edu�
mailto:david_bouslough@brown.edu�
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 Tom Chun, MD, MPH was inter-
viewed for and featured in an 
article in the May edition of 
ACEP News called “Autism De-
mands Attention in the ED” 

In the Spotlight—Media  

ing safety around fireworks.  In February 2012, IPC was featured in 2 articles on the 
lifespan.org website: Hooray for snow days! Injury Prevention 
Center at Rhode Island Hospital urges children to stay safe and 
avoid the emergency room while enjoying winter fun & Recent 
Increase In Ice Skating Injuries: Injury Prevention Center At 
Rhode Island Hospital Urges Increased Ice Safety. 

Dina Morrissey, M.D., program coordinator at the Injury Preven-
tion Center, discussed the hazards of open windows for chil-
dren& the most common causes of accidental window falls, & 
how they can be avoided on both WJAR & WPRI in March. 

Injury Prevention Center was featured on Channel 6 News re-
ports on May 23 regarding window safety & precautions as a 
result of 2 children falling out of windows.  

IPC was featured on The Rhode Show in July on facts regarding 
child head trauma and preventing concussion injuries.   

Dr. Morrissey was also featured in Lifespan’s online newsletter 
Lifelines in July as well as an article on www.lifespan.org outlin-
ing safety around fireworks.  

 On December 12, 2011, Dr. Jay Baruch was interviewed as part 
of a Providence Journal article on medical 
humanities at Brown entitled Making Model 
Doctors: Brown University Medical Students 
Get a Dose of Humanities to Help Them 
Group the Ambiguity that Real-life Care Will 
Present.   He discussed “an artist’s way of 
thinking” in dealing with patients. 

Jay Baruch and medical humanities  were 
featured in an article Think Different in the 
Winter 2012 edition of Brown Medicine 
Magazine.  

Jay Baruch, MD – published in the “On Be-
ing a Patient” section in Annals of Internal 
Medicine, June 2012 issue -  “Big Incision”. 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

Injury Prevention Center in the News 

nual Report    
Brown EM was featured in the  Division 
of   Biology & Medicine’s 2010-2011 
Annual Report    

Jay Baruch, MD—Noteworthy Media  

Drs. Van Ness-Otunnu & Hack 
along with Dr. Foster from Surgery 
published In Annals of Emergency 
Medicine in the Images of Emer-
gency Medicine Section in the June 
2012 issue (Volume 59 no. 6). 

 Dr. Frantz Gibbs was a featured guest on 
‘Nuestra Salud’ in April to talk about the 
“Bilingual Clinicians Program @ Rhode 
Island Hospital”.  They spoke to the im-
portance of providing in language and 
culturally relevant care, the longtime avail-
ability of interpreters at the hospital, and 
the continued expansion of in-language in
-culture services through this new pro-
gram. 

 Dr. Larry Proano was interviewed in June &  July: 
6/20/12—WLNE Channel 6—Interviewed regarding the high 
temperatures and tips on staying safe & cool in the extreme 
heat. 

6/21/12—golocalprov.com—Interviewed on staying safe in 
the extreme heat. 

6/21/12—Providence Journal— 

7/3/12—WJAR Channel 10—Interviewed regarding fireworks 
safety and the types of injuries people can sustain.   

7/5/12—WPRI Channel 12—Interviewed regarding fireworks 
safety.  

 Dr. Jason Hack was quot-
ed in an article Spring 
Break Drinking Leads to 
Brain Damage  on  
www.golocalprov.com  

 July 20, 2012—Megan Ran-
ney, MD, MPH was featured 
in the “5 Questions”  health 
care section for Providence 
Business News.  Dr. Ranney 
discussed technology-based 
interventions.   

 On July 16, 2012, Lynn Sweeney, MD gave a live interview on 
the  “Rhode Show” on Fox Providence Lynn Sweeney, M.D., 
regarding the extreme heat, signs and symptoms of heat-related 
illnesses, and what people can do to protect themselves and 
others. 

 Project CLEAR has received national and international coverage 
by numerous media outlets.  Rhode Island Hospital's new simu-
lation-based customer service training program for emergency 
department staff makes it CLEAR. 
 
An article on Project CLEAR was featured on Lub-
bockonline.com explaining the partnership between Texas 
Tech College of Mass Communications & Rhode Island Hospital. 
http://lubbockonline.com/education/2012-04-06/texas-tech-
research-team-creates-campaign-rhode-island-hospital. 

 Lisa Schweigler, MD, MPH 
was interviewed for an article 
“ The Future of Healthcare: 
Electronic Medical Records” 
in the Spring 2012 edition of 
Association for Women in 
Science magazine.     

 Dr. Jason Hack was inter-
viewed on WPRO morn-
ing talk show about the 
rising trend & dangers of 
teens drinking alcohol 
based hand sanitizer. 

http://www.golocalprov.com/�


Drs. Hack and Babu, Division of Medical Toxicolo-
gy, have been very hard at work and as produc-
tive as ever! 

Dr. Kavita Babu served as the course director for 
the Prescription Opioid Misuse Academy, a na-
tional conference produced by the ACMT in 
March.  The evaluations were overwhelmingly 
positive, and ACMT hopes to repeat this course in 
the future.   

Dr. Babu also presented a collection of her prac-
tice-changing moments in a Departmental Grand 
Rounds, called “Lessons Learned from the Pre-
scription Opioid Academy.”   

Dr. Joshua Jauregui, was selected from a highly 
competitive field of applicants to win the Medical 
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Drs. Hack and Babu, Division of Medical Tox-
icology, have been very hard at work and as 
productive as ever! 

Dr. Kavita Babu served as the course director 
for the Prescription Opioid Misuse 
Academy, a national conference pro-
duced by the ACMT in March.  The 

evaluations were overwhelmingly positive, and ACMT 
hopes to repeat this course in the future.   

Dr Babu also presented a collection of her practice-
changing moments in a Departmental Grand Rounds, 
called “Lessons Learned from the Prescription Opioid 
Academy.”   

Dr. Joshua Jauregui, was selected from a highly competi-
tive field of applicants to win the Medical Toxicology 
Foundation 2012 Minority Travel Scholarship for travel to 
the ACMT Spring Conference.  He received $1500 award 
and was honored at the conference for his achievements. 
Congratulations, Josh! 

Drs. Hack and Linakis gave a joint Medical Toxicology-
Pediatrics Grand Rounds in February at RIH on “Pediatric 
Lead Poisoning, an Old Nemesis”. 

The Division facilitated bringing Dr. Robert Hoffman, a 
multiply awarded and nationally recognized expert in the 
field of medical toxicology, to give Grand Rounds at 
Wednesday conference.  He gave an excellent talk on 
“Alcohol Withdrawal in 2012” 

SAEM Regional: 
Dr. Jared Blum presented “Interaction of Intralipid with 
ACLS Drugs in an Animal Model” as a lightning oral ses-
sion at the SAEM regional Meeting.  This study will also 
be presented as an oral at the National meeting in Chica-
go by Co-investigator Dr. Stephanie Carreiro.  Dr. Jason 
Hack has served as the PI and mentor for the group. 

Dr. Babu presented data from her study on “Geriatric Opi-
oid Misuse” with Dr. Peter Chai and Mr. Adam Henderson 
at the SAEM Regional Meeting in the lightning oral for-
mat.  These data will be presented as a poster at the na-
tional meeting. 

Research:  
Drs. Hack, Carreiro, and Blum have just been awarded 
two resident research grants and a 10K departmental 
research grant to pursue several new intralipid studies, 
building on their established intralipid rat model.  Re-
search begins shortly.   

Drs. Babu and Hack continue to investigate Naloxone’s In
-Hospital Use under a Risk management grant. 

Other News: 
Since January, the tox rotation has welcomed, 5 EM, 1 
Pedes Fellows and a TMH Critical care fellow; and have 
over 50 ‘educational consults’.  Thank you all for making 
the rotation as successful as it has been! 

EM Toxicology 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

 
Our Division of Women’s Health in Emergency Care 
has had a busy spring!   

We just finished up a very productive SAEM 2012 con-
ference.  We put on quite a show with a didactic enti-
tled “2012 Updates in Gender-Specific Emergency 
Care.”  This presentation sprinted through 8 clinical 
topics in one hour using “Pecha-Kucha,” the rapid-fire 
lecture style from Tokyo.  Various Emergency Medicine 
and Women’s Health leaders introduced the emerging 
science of sex differences in acute clinical care and il-
lustrated ways to translate this new data into lifesaving 
outcomes.  This presentation was filmed by the Univer-
sity of Chicago and sponsored by NorthShore Center 
for Simulation and Innovation and will be submitted to 
the Peer Reviewed Lecture series (PEARLs) in Academic 
Emergency Medicine. 

As the Academy of Women in Academic Emergency 
Medicine (AWAEM) Chair of SAEM Initiatives, Dr. 
McGregor directed five hours of educational program-
ming that included:  The Status of EM Gender Re-
search; Career Development Tailored for Women – 
Program for Success;  XX, XY and the Art of Asking – 
What, When and How to Negotiate; Facilitated Table 
Discussion on Gender Bias, Gender Research, Negoti-
ating and Leadership.   

Our most exciting announcement:  “Gender-Specific 
Research in Emergency Medicine” has been chosen for 
the 2014 AEM Consensus Conference!  As Executive 
Steering Committee members, we have had instru-
mental roles in putting together this application.  We 
look forward to the actual planning stage and the im-
pact this Consensus Conference will have on the field 

of Gender-Specific Emergency 
Medicine. 

Don’t forget to welcome our inau-
gural Women’s Health in Emer-
gency Care fellow in June – Con-
gratulations Dr. Tracy Madsen! 

Alyson McGregor, MD 
Co-Director 

Esther Choo, MD, MPH 
Co-Director 

Women's Health in Emergency Care  

 All of Our Docs are Tops, But Some 
Got Their Names Listed in RI 
Monthly!   

RI Monthly annually names “Top Docs” 
for the Southern New England area 
based on peer response.  Included in 
the May Edition of RI Monthly were 
Drs. Brian Zink & Gary Bubly for EM 
and Dr. Neha Raukar for Sports Medi-
cine.  UEMF recognized these 3 physicians In the 
June 2012 Edition of the magazine.     

Jason Hack, MD 
Director of Toxicology 

Drs. Bubly (Left) & 
Raukar (right) 
pictured above in 
May.     
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  Foundry of Arts & Humanities in 
Emergency Medicine (FAHEM) 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E  

The Foundry for Arts and Humanities in 
Emergency Medicine took large strides 
this year. The Creative Physician Series, 
which our department co-sponsors 
with the Brown University Cogut Cen-

ter for the Humanities and the Creative Arts Coun-
cil, welcomed successful visits from Ana Blohm, MD, 
a physician/photographer from Mount Sinai Medi-
cal School; Katie Watson, JD, a lawyer, ethicist, play-
wright from the Center for Medical Humanities and 
Bioethics at the Feinberg Medical School at North-
western University, as well as adjunct faculty at the 
famed Second City Theater in Chicago; and Deb 
Salem Smith, MFA, and playwright-in-residence at 
Trinity Repertory Theater. 

At the medical school, we've begun to make sub-
stantial footprints in the curriculum. The entire first 
year class worked on metacognition skills--
observation, deduction, and speculation-- as part of 
an innovative collaboration with arts educators at 
the RISD Museum 

A new elective, Humanities as Clinical Instruments, 
trained second year medical students to be medical 
humanities teaching fellows. This elective culminat-
ed in an afternoon of humanities “selectives” for the 
entire first year class, with workshops that ranged 
from creative writing to drawing, sculpture and 
comics. These sessions focused on cultivating crea-
tivity, introducing how skills of artists operate as es-
sential clinical tools. This session, and the growing 
medical humanities work, was featured in a Brown 
Medicine cover story titled, "Thinking Different." 

The medical school humanities received a generous 
gift from a donor. In cooperation with colleagues at 
the medical school and the university, we're excited 
for the opportunity to implement more programs in 
2011-2012, expanding faculty, bringing more schol-
ars and artists to Alpert Medical School, and provid-
ing grants for student projects. 

In the fall, 2011, we helped create and teach a new 
undergraduate seminar offered through the Cogut 
Center for the Humanities called Pain, Medicine and 
Society. 

We gave presentations at the American Society for 
Bioethics and Humanities, SAEM, and University of 
Massachusetts Medical School. 

Publications appeared in The Hastings Center Re-
port and Journal of the Learning and the Arts.  

Jay Baruch, MD 

 Alpert Medical School 
ABEM Oral Examiners  

2012 

Dave Bullard, MD,  
Catherine  
       Cummings, MD 
John Foggle, MD 
Tom Germano, MD 
Tom Haronian, MD 
Ilse Jenouri, MD 
Mihir Kamat, MD 
Libby Nestor, MD 
Dave Portelli, MD 
Larry Proano, MD 
Jessica Smith, MD  
Beth Sutton, MD 

 July 1, 2012—Thomas Chun, MD, MPH is a new Assistant 
Dean for Admissions for the Alpert Medical School of Brown 
University.  He will Chair the Admissions Committee. He will 
report to the Associate Dean for Medical Education.   

 2012 ACEP Leadership & Advocacy Conference: The Dept 
EM sent 4th  year Brown medical student Rory Merritt to 
attend and here are his perspectives: 

A large contingent of attendings, residents and a medical 
students representing the Alpert Medical School Depart-
ment of Emergency Medicine attended the 2012 American 
College of Emergency Physicians' Leadership and Advocacy 
Conference (LAC) in Washington D.C. on May 20-23rd. An 
important component of the LAC was leadership develop-
ment training; we had the opportunity to attend seminars 
on smart social networking, advanced presentation skills 
and inter-generational communication (did you know that 
for the first time there are four generations of emergency 
medicine physicians practicing at once?) We also learned 
about the most important legislative challenges facing the 
emergency medicine profession. For example, experts 
equipped us with the latest information on liability reform, 
synthetic substance legislation, health care reform, Gradu-
ate Medical Education funding and more. The conference 
culminated in face-to-face visits with Rhode Island's national 
legislators—including a legislative aide of Rep. Cicillini and 
Senators Whitehouse and Reed. Here we not only had the 
opportunity to put a face on emergency medicine but to 
advocate for issues that affect emergency departments 
across the country. Next year we hope to see you there! 
Finally, a big thank you to the Department of Emergency 
Medicine and to the Alpert Medical School of Brown Uni-
versity for co-sponsoring my trip. - Rory Merritt  

  EM Faculty Development 
Know & Grow , March 2012:   

“How Do We Stack Up?”  
The Know & Grow session 
focused on the Brown Dept of 
EM compared with other de-
partments in clinical, educa-
tional, research, service, and 
other academic pursuits using 
peer analysis, benchmarks, 
and other information. We 
assessed our academic out-
put, scope, influence, and 
productivity to see where  we 
are strong and where we can 
do better. This was a valuable 
exercise prior to revising our 
2017 vision statements for 
each area in the Department.  
Drs. Zink, Gregory Jay, Dave 
Portelli, and Brian Clyne gave 
presentations.    
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form developed by Dr. Devin Tsai. Devin 
had developed this and presented it to 
the EMS community at the EMS Expo in 
April.  Kudos to Matt Kopp for a terrific 
job rolling out the scribe program at 
TMH. This really has eased the transition 
to MEDHOST physician documentation. 
And in case you had not yet heard, Den-
ise Brennan, RN, MS, was selected man-
ager of the year at TMH. Having worked 
closely with her this year, it really came as 
no surprise to me that she was selected 
for this recognition. Please join me in 
congratulating her.  Finally, many people 
have discovered the joy of dictating with 
Dragon in MEDHOST. To quote Dr. Savitt, 
it really has been a game changer with 
the EMR. If you haven't used yet, give it a 
shot. 

TMH ED (continued on page  3) 

 The Resident Scholarly Development Fund provides 
scholarships for Brown emergency medicine residents 
to carry out projects or training in the research or edu-
cation realms.  The fund was created in 2009 with an initial $5,000 do-
nation from University Emergency Medicine Foundation.   

The fund has received great support from past graduates and current 
faculty. And we are again asking our Brown EM faculty members and 
alumni to help build the Resident Scholarly Development Fund through 
donations. The strength of any fund raising effort is not just in the 
amount of contributions, but also in the level of participation of those 
who care about the cause.  Many of you have invested a great deal of 
time and effort in making the Brown Emergency Medicine residency 
one of the premier EM residencies in the nation. Now you can make a 
financial investment into an EM resident’s future. 

Your contribution is tax deductible.  
Please consider sending a check as follows: 
UEMF, Resident Scholarly Development Fund, Attn: Michelle Costa  
Department of Emergency Medicine  
593 Eddy Street, Claverick 2 
Providence, RI 02903 

Resident Scholarly  Development Fund 
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 Dr. Michelle Daniel wrote an article about the development of Emergency Medicine in Fiji, including the innovative use of e-learning to overcome geo-
graphic barriers in Issue #8 of Emergency Physicians International.    

Also in Issue 8 of the EPI journal,  was an article about the development of EM in Rwanda including the role the Department of Emergency Medicine at 

Brown University is playing in organizing the first EM residency there. 
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