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Joseph Diaz, MD 

Joseph Diaz, MD, MPH, originally from Pennsylvania, he received his 
undergraduate degree at Boston College where he majored in history.  He did 
Post Baccalaurate work at Bryn Mawr College from 1991-1992 and then 
attended the Brown University Medical School from 1992-1996.  Following 
graduation, he entered the General Internal Medicine Residency Program at 
Rhode Island Hospital, graduating in 1999.  He remained at RIH for an 
additional two years in the General Internal Medicine Fellowship Program.  
He then joined the faculty of the Alpert Medical School / Memorial Hospital 
of RI and is now based at the Center for Primary Care and Prevention.  Since 

starting on faculty, Dr. Diaz has been an active clinician, teacher, and researcher.  In addition to 
his outpatient and inpatient clinical duties, he is a former site director for the Core Clerkship in 
Internal Medicine and an Assistant Program Director in the Internal Medicine Residency 
Program at Memorial Hospital.  He also co-directs the Department of Medicine’s Medical 
Exchange Program to the Dominican Republic.  Much of his clinical work and research focus on 
the delivery of healthcare to underserved populations with his current research projects 
investigating disparities in colon cancer screening. 
 
 
 
 Michael Connolly, MD 

Dr. Connolly graduated from Harvard University with a B.A. in Biology.  He 
then went on to medical school at Drexel University College of Medicine in 
Philadelphia.  He began his Surgical residency at Rhode Island Hospital in 2001 
then continued on with a Trauma Training Grant Fellow in June 2004.  He is 
currently an Assistant Professor of Surgery at Rhode Island Hospital.  Dr. 
Connolly has received numerous honors and awards, including the Dean’s 
Teaching Excellence Award in 2004 and the Resident Teaching Award in 2008.  
He has have actively involved in the education process at all levels. Dr. 

Connolly was a member of the Graduate Medical Education committee for 4 years during his 
residency and now serves on the Surgery Department’s Education Committee as the trauma 
division’s representative, after many years serving as a resident member on this committee.  He 
participated in the development of the new curriculum as a member of Working Group I.  In 
addition to his commitment to education as described above, he has had the opportunity to 
educate medical students on the wards as both a resident and faculty member.  Finally, he 
mentors high school students at Bayview Academy through a School-to-Career program for 
students interested in a medical career. 
 



Laura Levine, MD 
I grew up in CT and went to college at Washington University in St Louis.  
After college I spent a year working in a genetics lab at Columbia University.  
While I loved living in NYC, bench research was not for me and I applied to 
medical school.  I attended Tufts Medical School with the intention of 
becoming a psychiatrist.  Along the way I was drawn to pediatrics, surgery, 
OB, neuro, and anesthesia (to name a few) but eventually did settle on 
psychiatry as planned.  I was thrilled to match into the residency at Brown.  I 

anticipated working with children, but found myself enjoying the field of addiction medicine.  
After a chief resident year I started work at Butler on the inpatient detox unit and after 3 years 
decided to transition to outpatient psychiatry at the VA Hospital, where I currently serve as the 
medical director of the opiate treatment program.  I enjoy teaching as part of my job, and work 
closely with the psychiatry residency program (I have been on the residency selection committee 
for many years and have read many personal statements and ERAS applications!)  For the past 2 
years I have been a doctoring 1 small group leader and am now excited to part of the CIM 
faculty.  I look forward to getting to know the students in the Blue Academy and have office 
hours Tuesdays from 4-6 so please stop by! 
 
 


