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RED ACADEMY 
 
Brian Clyne, MD 

Welcome to Alpert Medical School! As one of the physician leaders 
in the Red academy, I’d like to introduce myself and share my reasons for 
wanting to become involved in your lives. I am a faculty member in the 
Department of Emergency Medicine where I have served as program 
director for the EM residency at Brown/Rhode Island Hospital since 2005. 
Before coming here, I completed my residency training in Emergency 
Medicine at the University of Maryland. Prior to that, I was a medical 
student at Brown-just like you. I am also a native Rhode Islander so driving 
anywhere that takes more than 20 minutes is like going to outer space 
(which is why I live close by on the East Side with my wife and two little 

girls). 
One reason I wanted to become involved in the academy system harkens back to my own 

struggle with specialty selection as a medical student (I was certain I’d be a surgeon) and the 
clumsy way I approached the whole process. I was unaware of many resources, unsure how to 
access them, and reluctant to ask for help (a stubborn streak that still rears its head). I was also 
intimidated to request meetings with faculty, program directors, chairs, or others with sage 
advice. I intend to be an accessible, candid resource for you to get the information you need to 
make decisions.  

The major reason I wanted to work with you is the fulfillment I’ve experienced over the 
years guiding students and residents toward their career goals. I believe in a social responsibility 
to serve, lead, and bring out the best in others. Helping young physicians flourish is the most 
rewarding part of my job and I hope to share in your personal path toward success. I will draw 
upon my experience with students to provide you with advice on a variety of professional 
matters. Later, in the residency selection process, I will give you the program director’s 
perspective on how to prepare most effectively.  

I look forward to meeting you in the coming months to learn about your background and 
interests. I know the academies will become a special place where meaningful and lasting 
relationships form. Go Red! 

 
 

Marcia VanVleet, MD, MPH 
I am thrilled to have the opportunity to share in your growth as a 

medical student throughout your experiences at Brown Medical School.  I 
have been actively involved in the clinical education of Brown students in the 
Pediatric Clerkship for years, but have been missing the continuity of a 
mentoring relationship with a student which crosses years and specialties. 

My path to becoming a General Academic Pediatrician was neither 
straight nor direct.  Initially, I came to medical school with the goal of being a 
Family Physician practicing in a rural community.  But as I went through 
medical school I was drawn more towards certain aspects of Family 



Medicine, such as prenatal and delivery care, the development of infants and children, behavioral 
and mental health problems, and the continuity of care.  This led me to add Pediatrics and Child 
Psychiatry into the mix.  I was fortunate to have excellent clinical educators and role models for 
Family Medicine, Pediatrics and Psychiatry.  Additionally I was blessed to have the assistant 
Dean of my medical school, who as a woman could relate to my struggles with balancing work 
and family.  But it wasn’t until mid way through medical school with the birth of my own 
daughter was it clear to me that I wanted to only care for children to the best of my ability.  

For most of my life I have lived in New England; having been born in Connecticut, a 
short escape to upstate New York for my undergraduate degree in Biology & Society at Cornell 
University (yes, even then it was GO BIG RED!), a year teaching high school mathematics in 
Compton, CA through Teach for America, and then eventually medical school at the University 
of Vermont.  In 1998, we moved to Rhode Island for a Pediatrics Residency at Brown and have 
not left since.  After residency I did a two year fellowship in Ambulatory Pediatrics and started 
an MPH at Brown (MPH ’10).  In 2003, I started in my current role as a Staff Pediatrician and 
Medical Director for the Newborn Nursery at Women & Infants’ Hospital.  Essentially my 
clinical role is that of a hospitalist for newborns, with lots of interactions teaching medical 
students and residents.  Over the years the service and my administrative responsibilities have 
grown, but I still remain focused on education, quality improvement, and public health for all of 
the newborns in the state of RI. 

I have been able to tailor my job to my specific interests, and am lucky to have such great 
support from those I work with, but also from my husband, and three children (ages 16, 10, 5).  
When we are not at home caring for the many animals (currently 1 dog, 2 bunnies, 1 gerbil, 1 
guinea pig, and 1 fish) we can be found skiing, kayaking, singing, reading, or watching movies.   

I look forward to helping you make the best path for you a realization. 
 


