
 
Alceste à bicyclette  (Cycl ing with Molière) 
dir. Philippe Le Guay, France, 2013, 104 minutes 
SATURDAY, FEB 22 @ 6:30 PM;  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 @ 4 PM 

Described as “A warm and winning chamber piece about two actors 
taking on The Misanthrope and trying not to strangle one another in 
the process,” The film follows the travails of TV heartthrob Gauthier 
Valence, who travels to the rain-swept Ile de Ré in order to convince 
his longtime friend, the reclusive actor Serge Tanneur, to star in his 
production of Molière’s infamous comedy of manners. But Tanneur, 
who exiled himself to a run-down family manor after suffering a 
nervous breakdown three years prior, is as talented as he is thorny 
and, indeed, misanthropic, his antics echoing those of the play’s main 
character, Alceste—an outspoken critic of 17th century social mores, 
artistic conventions and emotional hypocrisy. 

Aya de Yopougon  (Aya of Yop City) 
dir. Marguerite Abouet, Clément Oubrerie, France, 2013, 84 minutes 
SATURDAY, FEB 22 @ 12 NOON;  SUNDAY, MAR 2 @ 12 NOON 

Aya is a remarkable young adult from Yopougon-Koute (“Yop City”), 
who unlike other girls her age is not fixated solely on boyfriend 
problems and social issues. She has a lot of advice to give, for one 
thing! Based on the hugely popular and bestselling “bande dessinée” 
series of French graphic novels, the characters in this 1970s Ivory 
Coast town jump off the page and onto the screen in this gorgeously 
animated film. A sense of West African family life is depicted by the 
characters in their lively interactions. The adventures of Aya, her 
friends, and family are all brought to life in this vibrant film – with a 
groovy soundtrack to match. 

Ayit i  Toma, au pays des v ivants 
dir. Joseph Hillel, Haiti/Canada, 2013, 82 minutes 
SUNDAY, MAR 2 @ 6:30 PM 

Beyond the country that overcame slavery to become the first Black 
Republic, beyond the country that has survived numerous natural 
disasters and even humanitarian aid, lies Ayiti Toma, the ‘country that 
is ours’. The documentary that bears this name aspires to present this 
lesser known, more inclusive Ayiti as it is retold and illuminated by the 
Ayitians themselves, be they intellectuals, politicians, practitioners of 
voodoo or young survivors from a hard-hit borough of Port-au-Prince. 
With the additional input of anthropologists, historians and aid 
workers (including Sean Penn), this documentary illustrates that the 
extraordinary culture of this ‘magical people’ must be taken into 
account if Ayiti Toma, the land of the living is to come into being. 

Bowling 
dir. Marie-Castille Mention-Schaar, France, 2012, 90 minutes 
SATURDAY, MAR 1 @ 6:30 PM; SUNDAY, FEB 23 @ 9 PM 

A HR director is sent in to restructure the hospital—a task which 
involves closing down the loss-making maternity unit. Four women of 
different ages, backgrounds and convictions will nonetheless form a 
quartet united by their humanity and humor to defend the maternity 
unit. 

La cité rose  (Asphalt  Playground) 
dir. Julien Abraham, France, 2012, 97 minutes 
SATURDAY, MAR 1 @ 12 NOON; SUNDAY, FEB 23 @ 12 NOON 

One evening in a suburban Paris ghetto, young Aimé is shot in the 
stomach. Caught in the crossfire in a drug war, according to the 
media. But it is not entirely accidental that the 12-year-old boy, also 
known as Machine Gun, was at the wrong place at the wrong 
time... Looking back, Aimé tells us about the events that led up to that 
fateful night. About the dilemma he is in when his cousin Isma gets 

into trouble with the local drug dealers. About Isma’s brother Djibril 
who is studying law at the Sorbonne, but who is constantly confronted 
with his background. And about Oceane, the first girl he falls in love 
with. ‘Asphalt Playground’ is a captivating youth gangster drama 
related to the Brazilian ‘City of God.’ 

Au cul du loup  (Miles from Anywhere) 
dir. Pierre Duculot, France| Belgium, 2011, 82 minutes 
FRIDAY, FEB 28 @ 6:30 PM;  SATURDAY, FEB 22 @ 4 PM 

Christina, nearly thirty, lives near Charleroi with her boyfriend Marco. 
When her grandmother dies, Christina inherits a house in Corsica. 
Nobody in her family seems to know how and when the old woman 
acquired the house. Everyone in her family, and Marco, too, try to 
convince her to sell the house, but she refuses. She wants to 
understand why her grandmother wanted her to inherit it. This 
inheritance gives her the opportunity to put into question the 
monotony of her life. She decides to leave on her own to discover the 
house. This trip is going to turn her life, and that of those close to her, 
upside down. 

Le dernier des in justes  (Last of the Unjust) 
dir. Claude Lanzmann, France/Austria, 2013, 220 minutes 
SUNDAY, FEB 23 @ 2:15 PM;  THURSDAY, FEB 27 @ 6:30 PM 

A place: Theresienstadt. A unique place of propaganda which Adolf 
Eichmann called the “model ghetto,” designed to mislead the world 
and Jewish people regarding its real nature, to be the last step before 
the gas chamber. A man: Benjamin Murmelstein, last president of the 
Theresienstadt Jewish Council, a fallen hero condemned to exile, who 
was forced to negotiate day after day from 1938 until the end of the 
war with Eichmann, to whose trial Murmelstein wasn’t even called to 
testify. Even though he was without a doubt the one who knew the 
Nazi executioner best. More than twenty-five years after Shoah, 
Claude Lanzmann’s new film reveals a little-known yet fundamental 
aspect of the Holocaust, and sheds light on the origins of the “Final 
Solution” like never before. Written by Synecdoche 

Jeune & jol ie  (Young and Beauti ful)  
dir. François Ozon, France, 2013, 95 minutes 
THURSDAY, FEB 20 @ 6:30 PM;  FRIDAY, FEB 28 @ 9 PM 

Isabelle is on summer holiday with her family in the in the south of 
France. She decides to lose her virginity to a German boy called Felix, 
but the experience leaves her cold. By autumn she is exploring her 
sexuality further by working as a prostitute under the name Lea and 
meeting an older man called George, and various other clients. During 
one encounter with George he dies from a heart attack, Isabelle 
leaves the scene, and quits prostitution. The police eventually track 
her down and reveal her secret life to her mother. Written by Lament 

Laurence Anyways 
dir. Xavier Dolan, Canada/France, 2012, 161 minutes 
SATURDAY, MAR 1 @ 2:15 PM 

The movie highlights ten years in the life of a literature teacher named 
Laurence who transforms himself into a woman after years of 
concealing his feelings. Her tremulous relationship with her family is 
further complicated by revealing herself to them while she struggles 
to find comfort with her significant other, Frédérique. Though others 
may not initially accept or understand Laurence in her true form, 
those who knew her before her transformation still know her as 
Laurence, anyways. Written by ~mEp 
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Loin du Vietnam (Far from Vietnam) 
dir. Chris Marker, et al; France, 1967, 115 minutes 
FRIDAY, FEB 28 @ 4 PM;  MONDAY, FEB 24 @ 9 PM 

Initiated and edited by Chris Marker, this film is an epic 1967 
collaboration between cinema greats Jean-Luc Godard, Joris Ivens, 
William Klein, Claude Lelouch and Alain Resnais in protest of 
American military involvement in Vietnam—made, according to Chris 
Marker’s narration, “to affirm, by the exercise of their craft, their 
solidarity with the Vietnamese people in struggle against aggression.” 
The film brings together an array of stylistically disparate 
contributions, none individually credited, under a unified editorial 
vision. Passionately critical and self-critical, and as bold in form as it is 
in rhetoric, Far from Vietnam is a milestone in political documentary 
and in the French cinema. 

La mer à l ’aube  (Calm at Sea) 
dir. Volker Schlöndorff, France/Germany, 2012, 90 minutes 
SATURDAY, FEB 22 @ 9 PM;  WEDNESDAY, FEB 26 @ 6:30 PM 

October 1941. Eighteen months into France’s occupation by German 
troops, young Communist members of the Resistance shoot dead an 
officer of the German Army. In retaliation, Hitler demands the deaths 
of 150 Frenchmen, as ‘retribution.’ The targets are to be mostly 
young men believed to share the assassins’ political convictions. Most 
of these men are taken from an internment camp for opponents of 
the occupation; a 35-year-old French rural administrator is ordered to 
select the victims. Although the parish priest appeals to their 
conscience and moral sensibilities, both the German military and their 
French helpers slavishly follow their orders … [Synopsis courtesy of 
Berlin International Film Festival] 

Le météore 
dir. François Delisle, Canada, 2013, 85 minutes 
THURSDAY, FEB 20 @ 9 PM;  TUESDAY, FEB 25 @ 6:30 PM 

Forty-something Pierre is serving a fourteen year prison sentence. His 
mother, who is approaching eighty, visits him every week. Suzanne, 
Pierre’s current wife, has moved on since he was sent away. Each 
character gives us a frank account of a period in their lives that seems 
suspended in time by the fragile connection between life on the inside 
and the world outside. Their destinies are linked by crime, guilt and 
loneliness, and like casualties of love and desire, they are dying to stick 
their heads above the water and breathe the air of life. 

L’ordre et la  morale  (Rebel l ion) 
dir. Mathieu Kassovitz, France, 2011, 136 minutes 
FRIDAY, FEB 21 @ 9 PM;  WEDNESDAY, FEB 26 @ 9 PM 

April 1988, Ouvea island, New Caledonia. Thirty policemen held 
hostage by a group of Kanak separatists. Three hundred soldiers sent 
from France to restore order. Two men face to face: Philippe 
Legorjus, captain of the GIGN and Alphonse Dianou, head of the 
hostage takers. Through shared values, they will try to win the 
dialogue. But in the midst of a presidential election, when the stakes 
are political, order is not always dictated by morality. 

Populaire 
dir. Régis Roinsard, France, 2012, 111 minutes 
MONDAY, FEB 24 @ 6:30 PM 

Spring, 1958. 21-year-old Rose Pamphyle lives with her grouchy 
widower father who runs the village store. Engaged to the son of the 
local mechanic, she seems destined for the quiet, drudgery-filled life of 
a housewife. But that’s not the life Rose longs for. When she travels to 
Lisieux in Normandy, where charismatic insurance agency boss Louis 
Echard is advertising for a secretary, the ensuing interview is a 
disaster. But Rose reveals a special gift—she can type at extraordinary 
speed. Unwittingly, the young woman awakens the dormant sports 
fan in Louis. If she wants the job she’ll have to compete in a speed 
typing competition. Whatever sacrifices Rose must make to reach the 
top, Louis declares himself her trainer. He’ll turn her into the fastest 

girl not only in the country, but in the world! But a love of sport 
doesn’t always mix well with love itself. 

Présumé coupable  (Gui lty) 
dir. Vincent Garenq, France/Belgium, 2011, 102 minutes 
SATURDAY, MAR 1 @ 9 PM;  SUNDAY, FEB 23 @ 6:30 PM 

The Outreau trial in 2003 – in which 18 people were accused of child 
abuse – was one of the most sensational court cases in French history. 
Here it is told from the point of view of Alain Marécaux, one of the 
“presumed guilty” who risked even his of life claiming his innocence. 
This is the story of how one man fought for himself against everything 
and everyone because the pursuit of justice is, above all, the search 
for the truth. –Written by Venice Days 

The Queen of Montreui l  
dir. Sólveig Anspach, France, 2012, 87 minutes 
FRIDAY, FEB 21 @ 4 PM;  TUESDAY, FEB 25 @ 9 PM 

It’s early summer and Agathe is back in France, at home in Montreuil. 
She has to get over her husband’s death and return to her work as a 
film director. The unexpected arrival at her house of a couple of 
Icelanders, a sea lion and a neighbor that she has always desired yet 
never vanquished will give Agathe the strength to get her life back on 
track... 

Les saveurs du Pala is   (Haute Cuis ine) 
dir. Christian Vincent, France, 2012, 95 minutes 
SATURDAY, FEB 22 @ 2 PM 

Hortense Laborie is a celebrated chef living in the Perigord region. To 
her great surprise, the President of the Republic appoints her as his 
personal cook. She accepts reluctantly but once she has accepted her 
nomination, Hortense works her heart and soul to produce both a 
stylish and authentic cuisine. She manages to impose herself thanks to 
her sturdy character and despite the jealousies she arouses among the 
other chefs. For a while only, unfortunately for her and for the 
President. Written by Guy Bellinger 

Thérèse Desqueyroux 
dir. Claude Miller, France, 2012, 110 minutes 
FRIDAY, FEB 21 @ 6:30 PM;  SUNDAY, MAR 2 @ 9 PM 

This adaptation of François Mauriac’s classic novel, tells the tragic tale 
of Thérèse Larroque, a housewife from 1920s provincial France 
locked in a loveless arranged marriage to the wealthy, land-owning 
Bernard Desqueyroux during an era when marriages were used to 
merge land parcels and build powerful families. Thérèse’s dormant 
passions are later reawakened when her best friend (and her 
husband’s younger sister) Anne enters into a romance with a dashing 
Portuguese suitor. Inspired by Anne’s blatant disregard for tradition in 
favor of true love, the free spirited Thérèse makes one last, desperate 
attempt to reclaim her independence. Written by Jason Buchanan, 
Rovi 

La vie d’Adèle  (Blue is  the Warmest Color) 
dir. Abdellatif Kechiche, France, 2013, 179 minutes 
SUNDAY, MAR 2 @ 2:15 PM 

This film made cinema history as the first film ever awarded the Palme 
d’Or to both its director and its actresses. In a star-making role, Adèle 
Exarchopoulos is Adèle, a passionate young woman who has a 
yearning she doesn’t quite understand until a chance encounter with 
the blue-haired Emma ignites a flame and brings her to life. Léa 
Seydoux (Midnight in Paris) gives a fearless performance as Emma, the 
older woman who excites Adèle’s desire and becomes the love of her 
life. Abdellatif Kechiche’s intimate epic of tenderness and passion 
charts their relationship over the course of several years, from the 
ecstasy of a first kiss to the agony of heartbreak. Pulsing with gestures, 
embraces, furtive exchanges, and arias of joy and devastation, Blue is 
the Warmest Color is a profoundly moving hymn to both love and life. 


