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Angelos Dalachanis is an historian specializing in the Greek diaspora, migration issues and modern Egypt. 
He has studied at Athens University (B.A.), the EHESS, Paris, (M.A.) and the European University Institute, 
Florence (Ph.D., 2011). Since 2013 he has been associated to the research project Opening Jerusalem Archives: 
For a Connected history of ‘citadinité’ in the Holy City (1840-1940), funded by the European Research 
Council. He is currently a Ted and Elaine Athanassiades postdoctoral fellow at the Seeger Center for Hellenic 
Studies, Princeton University, and is revising his dissertation into a book manuscript. 

The Greeks in Egypt (the so called Egyptiots/Αιγυπτιώτες) were the most significant non-Arab 
ethnic group in modern Egypt from the mid-19th to the mid-20th centuries and were also one 
of the largest and most influential Greek diaspora communities in that period. The out-
migration of Greeks from Egypt had started long before the 1960s and the evidence shows that 
it was closely related to the labor market evolution and to the issue of citizenship, which 
became one of the key criteria in post-war Egypt in order to find a job. Once the distinction 
between Egyptians and foreigners in the labor market was introduced, acquiring of Egyptian 
citizenship emerged as a solution for Greeks wishing to keep their jobs. This presentation, 
which relies chiefly on Greek diplomatic archives and the records of the Greek Chamber of 
Commerce in Alexandria, allows us to rethink the well-established views regarding issues of 
citizenship and identity of Greeks in post-war Egypt and, consequently, their definitive 
departure from it. 


