
The Sarah Doyle Gallery is glad to present Mara 
Trachenberg’s “A Decadent World,” a show of  
photographs of  scuptural tableaux rendered in 
sugar, isomalt, and other cakemaker’s media.  

This exhibition will feature two series. In her 
earlier series, “A Decadent World,” elephants, 
giraffes, and balloons populate a lushly colored 
and rainbow-framed formal garden—yet these 
seemingly innocuous photos take on added depth 
when the human features of  the characters come 
into view.  As characters reappear, the viewer is 
invited to imagine narratives that are never quite 
elaborated. 

In the more recent series, “Mothers, Monsters, and Myth,” the playfulness of  the scenes 
takes on a sinister light. Investigating the symbolic representation of  women, mothers and 
monsters in Greek mythology, Trachtenberg toys with the image of  monstrous mother-
hood, as in the figure of  Echidna, “mother of  all monsters,” providing sly comment on both 
the difficulty of  motherhood and the absurdity of  its monstrous representation. These im-
ages, printed on silk rather than paper, hang freely and billow with the movement of  spec-
tators, further emphasizing the precarious condition of  these beings, situated between the 
human, the animal, and the mythical. 

Mara Trachtenberg was born and raised in Long Island New York. At the University of  Rho-
de Island she studied English Literature and Women’s Studies and earned her Bachelor’s 
Degree in 1995. In 1997 she returned to school to study photography and art education 
and earned her Bachelor of  Science degree in 2000. She began teaching art and photogra-
phy to high school students in Bristol, RI. In 2002 Mara left teaching to continue her stud-
ies and earned her Master of  Fine Arts Degree from The University of  Connecticut in 2004. 
Mara has exhibited her work nationally and currently lives with her husband, daughter, dog 
and chickens in Wakefield, RI and is an adjunct professor at the University of  Rhode Island. 
For more information and images of  her art, please visit maratrachtenberg.com
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“The Red Balloon” 
from the series, A Decadent World, 
Digital C-print, 40x30”, 2009


