
Blackstone River Watershed Council /
Friends of the Blackstone

WE NEED MEMBERS, YES MEMBERS, YES YOU

The Blackstone River Watershed Council/Friends of the Blackstone is all about the love of the Blackstone 
River. We paddle it as you do. We walk, bike and hike along the bike path and all along the waterway that we 
cherish – just like you. And just like you, we need help with all that we love. We are in need of people who want 
to make a difference. What is the need you ask? The need is to make your community a better place to live 
- for you and your family - through volunteering: reducing the invasive species along the river; educating the 
public about loss of habitat; canoe safety; helping to restore fish habitat back to the Blackstone River ruined 
by man’s own neglect; and many more. The $4 million Blackstone River Fish Ladder Project is one of these 
improvements. This project will restore native herring and shad to the Blackstone River and the Valley Falls 
Marsh. This will help rebuild a fishery that the Narragansett Bay and the State of R.I. depend on for a growing 
economy and a sound ecosystem. Once built the fish ladders will need public outreach individuals to talk about 
the project and river, and volunteers to help maintain and clean the fish ladders. Can YOU HELP?

Mission: To restore, enhance, and preserve the physical, historical, and cultural integrity of the Blackstone 
River, its watershed and its eco-system, through public advocacy, education, recreation, stewardship and the 
promotion of our unique Blackstone Valley resource. 

John Marsland, President
Sandra Belliveau, Vice President
Joe Pailthorpe, Treasurer
Alice Clemente, Secretary
Frank Matta, Past President
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Kevin Burns, Robert Charpentier, 
David Conway, Edward Ferreira, Roland Gauvin, 
Frank Geary, Judy Hadley, Keith Hainley,  Bryce Jackson, 
Raymond Pado, Arthur Plitt, Paul Roselli, Michael Scalzi

But that is not all we need.

The BRWC/FOB needs members to teach classes, 
conduct demonstrations and help build an Educational 
Center at the Friends of the Blackstone Environmental 
Center, 100 New River Road in Manville. This is our 
home. As a member this can be your home to bike, 
walk and paddle. With enough help this two-acre site 
can be beautified for all to enjoy - right in your own 
backyard. In fact everything we do is to make life better 
in our backyard, our community and all along the wa-
terways and watershed of the Blackstone River.
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The BRWC/FOB needs help to improve the Recreational assets of the Blackstone River Valley. New and old 
hiking trails can be maintained and improved. River access and a new Blackstone River and Canal loop at the 
Blackstone River State Park can be improved with YOUR HELP as well. Membership to our nationally recog-
nized organization is only $20. Help make your Community a better place to live. Be a volunteer. We Need 
Members, Yes MEMBERS, YES YOU.

BRWC/FOB wants to thank one of our current members, Frank Geary, for his work directing the Fish Ladder 
Project and for his initiative in obtaining our new utility vehicle.

Go to www.Blackstone River.org to join today and see us – and Like us - on Facebook at Blackstone River 
Watershed Council.
          JOHN MARSLAND, President 
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FISH IN THE CLASSROOM GRANT
By Judy Hadley

In FY 2012/13, the BRWC/FOB applied for and received a grant from the RI Rivers Council for $2,400. The funds 
were used to support five local middle and high schools that took part in the Fish in the Classroom Project.   The 
project is facilitated through the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management Aquatic Resource 
Education Program. RIDEM provides teacher training, equipment, and trout and/or salmon eggs to any class-
room wishing to take part. The BRWC/FOB has had a long history of supporting the Fish in the Classroom project 
through the time and efforts of Frank Geary. Each year, Frank goes to the participating classroom, hand delivers 
the fish eggs, and gives a brief presentation of the history and importance of the Blackstone River. 

FY 2012/13 marked the first year the BRWC extended its support to the schools in the form of financial support.   
The four schools that have been participating for several years now are: Mt. St. Charles Academy, Woonsock-
et High School, North Cumberland Middle School, and Joseph L. McCourt Middle School.  As part of the grant 
program, the BRWC introduced a new school to the program this year. That school was Samuel Slater Jr. High 
School in Pawtucket. Three teachers agreed to participate and committed to raising a tank of trout and a tank of 
salmon. Because Slater Jr. High wanted to raise two different types of fish, they needed an additional tank set-
up. $700 of the grant funding was designated for Slater Jr. High School so that they could purchase the needed 
equipment. 

The project was highly successful. Mount Saint Charles High School 11th and 12th graders, participating for their 
ninth year, successfully raised and released approximately 75 trout into the Blackstone River at River Island Park 
in Woonsocket. Woonsocket High School, a five-year participant for 11th and 12th graders, raised and released 
100 salmon into the Ashaway River in South Kingstown and 100 trout into the Blackstone River in Woonsock-
et.  Joseph L. McCourt Middle School has been participating in the program for 5 years, and this year they suc-
cessfully released 25 trout into the Blackstone River in Lincoln. North Cumberland Middle School has also been 
participating in the program for five years. This year they raised trout. Approximately 18 trout were released into 
the Blackstone River in Cumberland.

OUR NEW UTILITY VEHICLE
By Frank Geary

The Blackstone River Watershed Council / Friends of the Blackstone recently took delivery of a trail utility vehicle, 
thanks to grants awarded by the RI DEM, and the Blackstone River Valley Heritage Corridor Commission.  The 
utility vehicle was purchased from Norfolk Power Equipment in Burrillville. 

Over the many years, we have been working on the river it has always been with manual labor and borrowed 
equipment. This addition will allow us a greater ability to continue our work making trails passable, safe, acces-
sible and attractive to the many people who enjoy getting out and enjoying the environment around them.  It will 
also aid in revitalizing the habitat of the watershed, which is paramount to the health of the wildlife that thrives in 
well-maintained areas. 

We are very grateful for the support and help we re-
ceived to make these grants possible.  Thanks espe-
cially to Lisa Primiano and Gregg Cassidy of the Rhode 
Island Department of Environment Management, and to 
Jan Reitsma and Mike Cassidy of the BRHC. 

In addition, thanks to Norfolk Power in Burrillville for the 
service we received from Manager Dave Carpenter who 
made the process simple.  Frank Geary, a Director of the 
Watershed Council, wrote and submitted the grants.



AfterBefore
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THE PRATT DAM – aka The Tubes
By Frank Matta

They are risky and daunting on a good day. When ob-
structed with river debris, they are known to be deadly. 
These are the five granite arches under Pratt Dam 
through which the Blackstone River must pass on its 
way to Narragansett Bay.

Since November, 2000, BRWC/FOB has assumed the 
task of removing the accumulated materials, mostly 
trees but an occasional canoe or kayak that can be 
found there. To minimize risk, the cleanup crew sched-
ules the work when there are low flow conditions in 
the river. August and September are normally the best 
time.

BRWC/FOB has taken on this annual project to main-
tain river safety for those who canoe or kayak the lower 
stretch of the river. This organization does not recom-
mend “shooting the tubes”.  It is just too dangerous. We 
do encourage paddlers to portage on river right.

These photos will illustrate the contrast, showing the 
before and after of the most recent cleanup of the tubes 
and the access road for First Responders.

Before After

A VISITOR FROM WASHINGTON
By Alice Clemente

On the last day in May this year, the newly-appointed Secretary of the Interior, Sally Jewell, visited the Blackstone 
Valley to see for herself the area that many hope will be our next National Park. The Senate bill leading toward 
that goal had been filed by Senator Jack Reed, had won approval in committee, and was awaiting a final vote by 
the full Senate.

Hosted by the J.H. Chafee National Heritage Corridor, Secretary Jewell began her tour on land at the Old Slater 
Mill but soon found her way onto the river, along with Senators Reed and Whitehouse, Representative Cicilline, 
and a full complement of State and local officials. On duty that day, as would be expected, was BRWC/FOB, with 
canoes, kayaks, life jackets, and well-informed and experienced guides to accommodate the Secretary and her 
group. The presence was duly noted by Sec. Jewell who voiced her appreciation for the volunteers who set such 
a fine example for the community at large. Aside from the untimely heat of that late spring day, it appears that the 
event was enjoyed by all—but we are still awaiting that final vote on the Blackstone Valley National Historic Park. 
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EPA SUPERFUND TAG GRANT RENEWAL
By Alice Clemente

BRWC/FOB is pleased to report that the technical assistance grant (TAG) awarded to the council for work with 
the Peterson Puritan Superfund Site has been extended for another three years. This grant made it possible 
for the council to hire an engineering firm, GeoInsight, to help its TAG Committee interpret and comment on the 
remediation documents the EPA issued in the past three years. The TAG Committee has so far submitted com-
ments on the Human Health and Ecological risk assessments and on the Remedial Investigation Report. In the 
most recent set of comments – to the EPA National Remedy Review Board – BRWC/FOB informed the EPA that 
the council supports a solution for the site remediation that includes:

    1. a rehabilitated  area that privileges both human and environmental health;
    2. an area that is aesthetically pleasing, i.e., a rehabilitated natural area, with one or more walking    
        paths and river access for passive recreation;
    3. an access route to the Pratt Dam through the Nunes property for the use of first responders; and
    4. long term leachate testing and management to protect the river and ground water at and around the site.

Needless to say, as a watershed council, we remain concerned and vigilant with respect to the potential impact of 
the remediation on the river that we have worked long and hard to restore. BRWC/FOB is currently awaiting the 
EPA’s release of the Feasibility Study Report that will present various remediation options.

A FISH ADVISORY INITIATIVE
By Alice Clemente

An important public information report issued by the EPA during its remedial investigation of the Peterson Puritan 
Superfund Site is entitled Human Health Implications for Native (Resident) Fish Consumption in the Blackstone 
River. The document states that: 

 The study’s findings indicated that the public should be advised of the potential risks associated 
 with consuming certain species of fish in the Blackstone River, and that additional efforts should 
 be taken to promote a recreational “catch and release” strategy for the impacted segments of the 
 Blackstone River watershed identified.

The contaminants found in fish tissue samples taken in the vicinity of the Pratt Dam, the J. M. Mills Landfill, and 
the unnamed island, in addition to mercury, in-
clude PCBs, pesticides and arsenic.  

The EPA and RI’s Department of Health have 
already put out warning advisories for fishermen. 
BRWC/FOB, in collaboration with Brown Univer-
sity’s Superfund Research Program, has also ini-
tiated an educational outreach program. Schools 
in the area have been contacted by our partners 
to explore the possibilities of developing a related 
curriculum and of enlisting the aid of children in 
designing appropriate warning signs. Work has 
also begun to identify the non-English speaking 
groups that may be fishing in the affected areas, 
with a view towards providing signage in the criti-
cal target languages.
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THE FISH LADDER PROJECT MOVES AHEAD
By Frank Geary

The Fish Ladder Project slowly marches on.  The Army Corps of Engineers will be joining RIDEM and BRWC/
FOB to work on the first leg of the project, the Slater Mill and the Main Street dams.  One might argue that the 
Corps has really been the key to the project from the beginning, with the work they did on the restoration of the 
Lonsdale Marsh.  Without a place for the returning fish to go, it would never have started. In addition, the Corps 
has been involved throughout the project with its feasibility study of the passage at Elizabeth Webbing.

The Corps is working directly now with RIDEM and EA Engineering and adapting the plans that our grants fund-
ed for the first two passages. The project has taken a long time because of a number of problems encountered, 
among them the fact that the riverbed is all granite ledges, with a high volume of water. There is also a hydroelec-
tric facility in operation at the Main Street dam which requires special attention to make it work successfully with 
the fish ladder project. 

It has been a long journey, and I feel we are fortunate that the Army sees the importance of this project and 
believes that it merits the level of work that they do.  A bonus for us is that for every dollar we have in the project, 
they match with 65 cents.

YOUTH TAKE THE LEAD ON IMPROVED BEHAVIORS THROUGH 
SHARED GRANT WITH RIVERZEDGE ARTS
Photos and reporting courtesy of Riverzedge Arts

Over the past two summers, BRWC/FOB has worked productively with the youth and staff of Riverzedge Arts on 
stormwater education and demonstration projects focused on Woonsocket. Project components such as home-
owner education and tool-kit distribution, above-ground and in-ground rain garden demonstration projects, in-
school and out-of-school curriculum and service projects for and by students, and a large summer river-focused 
community event with music, a river-themed chalk art contest, exhibits and workshops, were funded through a 
SEP grant made available through RIDEM and  administered by the Blackstone River Coalition (SEP grants are 
intended to benefit the community by channeling penalty payments into correcting environmental problems. This 
particular penalty was the result of a water treatment violation at Thundermist some years ago.)

As many readers may be aware, with the largest percentage of impermeable land area in the state and an indus-
trial legacy that still includes large swathes of unremediated brownfields along the banks of the river, Woonsocket 
is particularly in need of education and action. We look forward to continuing this partnership, which successfully 
impacted and empowered the SEP Stormwater Project this year.
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AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL –TREE RHODE ISLAND 2012 GRANTS PROGRAM
By David Conway

Six trees were planted at the Blackstone River Watershed Council/Friends of the Blackstone River Environmen-
tal Center at Sycamore Landing in September of 2012:  2 Quaking Aspen, 2 Hawthorn, 1 River Birch and 1 Red 
Maple.  Donated saplings/shrubs (Four Rose of Sharon shrubs, one dogwood, one eastern hemlock, one gum, 
and one hawthorn) were planted as well.  We were pleased to report that all trees appeared to have survived the 
winter and were looking good throughout this past spring.  

Unfortunately, during the summer, we lost two trees.  The donated hawthorn did not make it, mostly a result of 
shock during the winter.  This was replaced with a viburnum, anonymously donated, which is currently doing 
quite well.  However, one of the purchased hawthorn trees was lost as well.  Over time, it started losing leaves to 
the point where it became clear that it wasn’t going to come back.  Central Nurseries, from whom the original six 
trees were purchased, was contacted regarding the hawthorn.  They kindly agreed to donate a new hawthorn to 
replace the dead one.  Once the new hawthorn was procured, the old hawthorn was dug up, and we discovered 
that the tree experienced root rot.  As a result, the hole was cleaned out, and the newly donated hawthorn was 
replaced.

Educational placards describing each species and their important roles in the ecosystem have been created by 
one of our partner organizations, RiverzEdge Arts Project, located in Woonsocket, RI.  They are now installed at 
the Friends of the Blackstone River Environmental Center.    

Donated trees planted near areas of invasive Japanese Knotweed seem to be doing alright.  These saplings are 
being watched closely to ensure their survival.  Major efforts have been carried out to remove Oriental Bittersweet 
and Japanese Knotweed from the Sycamore Landing location.  

A fun note:  A Sycamore sapling has grown naturally at Sycamore Landing!  Come see and learn about our trees!
Contact David Conway, Project Manager, with any questions at 401-787-7602 or dpconway89@gmail.com.

A SUCCESSFUL SEASON AT THE ELDER BALLOU CEMETERY
By Michael Scalzi

The Elder Ballou Cemetery had another successful season. Due to grant monies, a contractor was hired in the 
spring to provide a back hoe to shore up crumbling sections of the historic stone walls that surround the cem-
etery. There was only a faint hope to do something like this just 4 years ago. However, this year that hope was 
brought to fruition. Not only did it greatly enhance the appearance of the cemetery and the walls themselves, 
but it also allowed us to stop unauthorized off road bikers and all-terrain vehicles from entering the cemetery. By 
restoring the stone walls we were able to restrict this kind of access and allowed more grass to spread which 
stopped erosion from doing any further damage to the cemetery’s hillsides 

We also began to professionally clean old and lichen covered grave stones which were once white and clean but 
over the years had become lichen covered and black as night with mold. Several of these stones have now been 
returned to their original condition as white as the day the stones were first erected.  

We also had a number of Mt. St. Charles students come out and assist us with the fall leaf blowing as part of their 
effort to provide a community service. We had a special guest this year, a 12th generation Jillson whose ances-
tors are buried in the elder Ballou Cemetery dating back to the 17th century.  Christine Jillson Kruk gave a talk 
about the history of her ancestors and their involvement in the Town of Cumberland which was once known as 
the Attleboro Gore. This allowed us to offer the students something both educational and historical. 

Volunteers like the students at Mt. St. Charles Academy who help at the Elder Ballou Cemetery do more than just 
cut grass or blow leaves. They learn right from the beginning that they are highly valued. We want them to take 
pride in their work and realize it is a privilege to be a steward not only of the history of the town but the state and 
the entire Blackstone Valley.
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RIVER RESTORATION - 2013 In Review
By Keith Hainley

The River Restoration efforts of the BRWC/FOB continued in 2013 with the work of 150 volunteers putting in over 
600 Hours. This labor has an economic value of over $14,000.00.

We had three outings on the river to gather the yearly flotsam and some of the historical debris that surfaces 
each year. One large outing was almost totally composed of Nancy Either’s family. I believe we had 3 generations 
participating in one event. We had 21 people and used 10 canoes to scour the banks from Sycamore Landing 
to the Albion Dam. Sandra Belliveau and Matt Goyette helped me coordinate the event and work with the equip-
ment. This event alone accounted for $1394.82 of in-kind service. It was a great chance to introduce some new 
people to our work and get some younger people involved hands on.

Nancy also rounded up some other volunteers a few weeks later and we worked on the section of the river from 
Cold Springs Park to Thundermist Dam in Woonsocket. Ten people working that evening gathered a surprising 
amount of trash that had collected under one of the bridges. 

Also much Kudos to our partners at Riverzedge Arts project. They helped get almost 50 people out for Earth day. 
We had people from Mt Saint Charles and CH2MHILL, the new owners of the waste management plant in Woon-
socket. As has become the custom we took the environmental study class from Riverzedge to clean the section 
from River Island Park to Rivers Edge Recreation area. They were real troupers and enough people jumped in up 
to their chests to help us get a tar boiler (read 250 pounds of cast iron) from the far shore.

As always it was a great year.

2013 BLACKSTONE RIVER DUCK RACE
By Alice Clemente

On Sunday October 20, 2013, BRWC/FOB participated once again in the now annual Blackstone River Duck 
Race. The event – race, entertainment, food and game booths – is a fundraiser for the Boys and Girls Club of 
Cumberland-Lincoln and a number of other partnering organizations. Officially sponsored this year by Navigant, 
J.H. Lynch & Sons, Clean Harbor Environmental Service, and Hope Global, the event as always enlisted the 
partnering organizations to sell tickets for the race in exchange for a share of the funds thus raised. The Lacrosse 
Team from Providence College was enlisted to help remove the ducks from the river to safe-keeping for next 
year’s race.

BRWC/FOB was one of the partnering organizations, selling race tickets, staffing a booth to sell smaller toy ducks 
to children and accompanying adults, and helping to set up the event. More importantly, BRWC/FOB was a pres-
ence on the river to ensure public safety as well as the smooth “running” of this entertaining race.
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MEMBERSHIP      (    ) new  (    ) renewal

Mail checks to: Blackstone River Watershed Council/Friends of the Blackstone
                         or (BRWC/FOB)  
     P. O. Box 8068, Cumberland, RI 02864

           Name _________________________________    Telephone __________________________

           Address _______________________________     E-Mail   ____________________________

           City/State ____________________________________________           Zip   _____________

Your Annual Dues and Contribution may be tax deductible
                        (    )  Protector       $1000.      (     )  Sponsor     $250.          (     )   Family       $30. 
                        (    )  Conservator    $750.      (     )  Steward     $100.          (     )   Individual   $20. 
                        (    )  Benefactor      $500.      (     )  Friend        $  50.

       (     ) I would like to make an additional donation for River Stewardship  $_________.
       (     ) I would like to make an additional donation for the Fish Ladder Project $_________.
       (     ) I would like to volunteer some of my time for volunteer work. 

        Date: __________________

MEMBERSHIPS CAN NOW BE PAID THROUGH OUR WEBSITE USING CREDIT CARDS:  
www.blackstoneriver.org

Sycamore Landing


